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Protest at New 


Labour’s conference 
THIS SUNDAY IN BRIGHTON 


For a socialist alternative to Labour 


GEORGE W Bush has gath- 
ered together all the weapons 
of modern war to attack one 
of the poorest nations on 
earth. 

We say stop the war now 
because: 


THE US and British governments 
talk of “surgical strikes”. The re- 
ality is that their bombing will kill 
ordinary people, and destroy 
homes, schools and hospitals. 

Killing people in Afghanistan will 
add to the agony caused by the 
World Trade Centre attacks. 

It will make worse the famine, 
early death and poverty that al- 
ready blight Afghanistan. 

The country has one of the high- 
est infant mortality rates in the 
world. One in four Afghan children 
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die before the age of five. 

Life expectancy in Afghanistan is 
47 years. In Britain it is 77. Bush’s 
war will heap misery on the poor. 
It will mean more bitter and des- 
perate people, and more terrorism. 


IN THE Gulf the US-led coalition 
killed over 100,000 people, but 
the intervention did not bring 
democracy or prosperity. 

Afghanistan has been devastated 
by two decades of intervention— 
by Russia, the US, Pakistan and 
Saudi Arabia. 

Now all those countries are 
coming together to inflict even 
more horror. 

An alliance of the most power- 
ful and violent military machines in 
the world will never bring peace. 


The only people cheering will 
be the politicians, the military, the 
arms manufacturers and the multi- 
nationals. They want the US to 
direct everything across the globe. 


LAUNCHING AIR strikes and 
troops into Afghanistan threatens 
a wider conflict which could in- 
volve hundreds of millions directly, 
and all of us in the longer term. 

The war will cost billions that 
could be spent on saving lives. 
The US has already put aside £25 
billion for its attacks. 

That is 30 times more than the 
leaders of the G8 pledged at the 
Genoa summit to combat AIDS in 
Africa. This kills the same number 
as died in the World Trade Centre 
every day. 
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S1OP This 
WAR NOW 


ANTI-WAR protest at Harvard in the US 
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PROTESTING AGAINST war—Boston in the US, Brazil, Germany and South Korea... 
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THERE ARE ten 
million landmines in 
Afghanistan left by 
retreating Russian 
forces in 1989. 

=AV(=) aY ae [= NY. Co) 
25 Afghans are 
killed or maimed by 
these mines. 

There has never 
been any offer from 
the West to help 
clear them. 


Patriots 
for sale 


THE US government 
called on shareholders to 
act “patriotically” and buy 
shares when the Wall 
Street financial markets 
opened last week. 

Many small 
shareholders rushed to 
buy. But the value of 
shares collapsed 10 
percent throughout the 
week as big investors 
sold shares. 


MILLIONS OF people in 
Afghanistan were suffering 
from George Bush’s war 
drive at the start of this 
week, before he had un- 
leashed a single bomb. 

Threats of a ferocious US-led 
assault on Afghanistan forced 
relief agencies to pull out. 

At the same time the United Na- 
tions food and agriculture office re- 
leased a report on the catastrophic 
food shortages in the war-torn 
country. 

It says, “Three consecutive years 
of drought and intensifying eco- 
nomic problems have put millions in 
danger of starvation. 

“An estimated five million 
Afghans have little or no access to 
food.” 

The US has placed a strict em- 
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bargo on the export of even food and 
medicine to Afghanistan. 

The relief programme which fed 
300,000 people in the Afghan capital, 
Kabul, has simply been wound up. 
People will begin to die very shortly. 


[ 


Leaders in the West bear full re- 
sponsibility for that. The UN food 
agency warned on 8 June that 
“millions of Afghans are facing 
starvation.” 

That was three months before the 
destruction of the World Trade 
Centre, and no one in the British or 
US governments cared. 

They sent no food convoys. They 
allowed people to starve. 

Now they have tightened the 
noose further as they launch a war 
against a country that is suffering on 
the scale of Ethiopia in 1985—when 
images of starving children rightly 
drew sympathy across the world. 

@ Life expectancy in Afghanistan is 
just 47 years. 

@ Afghanistan also has the highest 
level of infant mortality outside sub- 
Saharan Africa. 


The king of starvation 


The other leader Bush is 


THE superpowers have had 
a hand in bringing every 
government to power in 
Afghanistan over the last 
quarter of a century— 
including the Taliban. 

The US, through its allies 
in Saudi Arabia and Pak- 
istan, supported the creation 
of the Taliban in 1994 and 
its seizure of the capital, 


Kabul, two years later. 

Russian president Vlad- 
imir Putin is now joining 
forces with George Bush to 
bomb a country which the 
Russian army devastated in 
a decade of occupation from 
1979, 

Putin is also using the 
war fever to renew an offen- 
sive against people seeking 


NO TO BUSH'S WAR 


OUT THIS WEEKEND 


Socialist Worker 


Special 


pamphlet with 


all the 


arguments to 
build the 


he 
anti-war 


movement 


£1 from your Socialist Worker seller or 
from Bookmarks, 1 Bloomsbury Street, 


London WC1B 3QE. Phone 020 7637 1848 


independence in Chechnya. 

The Russian military 
has already flattened the 
Chechen capital, Grozny. 

Some Western leaders 
are flirting with the idea of 
reimposing deposed king 
Muhammad Zahir Shah on 
the people of Afghanistan. 

He was kicked out in 
1973. The previous year he 
had refused to open up grain 
stores to alleviate famine. 
About 100,000 people starved 
to death. 


considering backing is Gen- 
eral Abdur Rasheed Dostum. 

Over the last ten years he 
has made alliances with 
almost any group in Af- 
ghanistan he thought would 
strengthen his rule over the 
Uzbek minority in the north 
of the country. 

At one point he allied 
with Gulbuddin Hekmatyar, 
the man responsible for 
pounding Kabul, killing 
25,000 people in one week. 


Charities speak out 


LEADING CHARITIES pleaded last week with West- 
ern leaders to abandon revenge war against the people 


of Afghanistan. 

The 14 charities and aid 
organisations included 
Christian Aid, Oxfam, Save 
the Children, Amnesty In- 
ternational, the World De- 
velopment Movement and 
others. 

Their statement read, 
“Thousands of innocent 
people have died in the US. 
We must now make sure that 
even more innocent lives are 
not lost.” 

It called for avoiding “a 
descent into a spiral of 
violence”. 

Many of the organisations 
have long been providing 
aid and assistance inside 
Afghanistan. 


Then... 
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US PRESIDENT Ronald 
Reagan poured hun- 
(ol gto lwo) Manliliceyatme) mee) is 
lars behind the Afghan 
resistance to Russian 


occupation in the 
1980s. 
Rambo 3, a gung-ho 


film by pro-Reagan 
actor Sylvester Stal- 
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“the Afghan people”. 
Reagan and Mar- 
garet Thatcher lauded 
the Afghan Mujahadeen 
as “freedom fighters”. 


The global 
resistance 


*THE ASSAULT on the World Trade Centre 
was unpardonable, but it is important not to 
lose perspective, especially a historical one. 

The over 5,000 lives lost in New York are 
irreplaceable, but one must not forget that the 
atomic raids on Hiroshima and Nagasaki killed 
210,000 people, most of them civilians. 

The purpose of the nuclear bombings was 
to terrorise and destroy the civilian population. 

The whole Allied air campaign against 
Germany and Japan in 1944-5 had as its 
central aim to kill and maim as many civilians 
as possible. 

Indeed, one can say that terrorists like 
Osama Bin Laden, an ex-ClA protege, have 
learned their lessons on the strategic im- 
portance of targeting the civilian population 
from Washington’s traditional strategy of total 
warfare.® 
WALDEN BELLO, Filipino economist and 
leading figure in the anti-capitalist movement 


*THIS IS a week for immediate mobilisations 
in every city in Italy, with debates, meetings and 
demonstrations. The vendetta can lead to 
thousands of innocent victims. 

The mobilisations will lead up to a great 
demonstration in Perugia-Assisi on 14 October.° 
VITTORIO AGNOLETTO, leader of the Genoa 
Social Forum that organised the huge 
demonstration two months ago 


*BOMBING, ENCOURAGEMENT of dicta- 
torships, sweatshops for the benefit of US 
corporations, Third World debt, hunger or lack 
of shelter or healthcare are all forms of vio- 
lence. Until we understand the violence of 
our economic, military and foreign policies, 
we continue to foster the conditions that make 
terrorism possible. We demand no more terror 
or violence be perpetrated in our name.? 
AMERICAN ANTI-CAPITALIST 
CONVERGENCE, calling for the Global 
Justice demonstration in Washington this 
weekend to turn into an anti-war protest 


*THE CRUSADE of “good” against “evil” pro- 
claimed by the US president is about affirm- 
ing the political and strategic domination of 
the US, and the power of its multinationals.° 
ATTAC, French “anti-globalisation” 
movement 


Refugee outrage 


from New Labour 


REFUGEES fleeing poverty 
and persecution under the Tal- 
iban regime in Afghanistan 
have not been given a warm 
welcome by New Labour in 
Britain. 

In May, June and July this 
year New Labour refused 
asylum to 520 Afghan 
refugees. 

Mohammed Naveen Asif 
arrived in Britain from 
Afghanistan 16 months ago. 
He has become a spokesperson 


for asylum seekers in Sighthill 
in Glasgow, where he lives. 

He told Socialist Worker. 
“They want to bomb us, and 
on the other side they think 
Afghan refugees should be 
stopped. Where do Afghans 
go? We have only one 
choice—to be killed. 

“We condemn the attacks 
in the US. Those responsible 
should be brought to justice, 
but not at the expense of the 
Afghan people.” 
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We need your money now 


more than ever 


GEORGE W Bush's speech to 
the US Congress last week was 
a chilling combination of threats, 
arrogance and hypocrisy. 

“Either you are with us or you are 
with the terrorists,” he warned. If 
Bush had thought about it, that was 
a declaration of war on more than 
half the world. 

Billions of people across the globe 
hate what the US government stands for. 

They hate what the US does through 
its domination of the IMF, World Trade 
Organisation and W orld Bank. 

These organisations impose crushing 
austerity programmes on Third World 
countries and hold millions in the deadly 
vice of debt. 

They hate the US state's military in- 
terventions from the Gulf to Somalia to 
Panama— all for Western power and profit. 

Bush delivered an ultimatum to 
Afghanistan. It was issued in the certainty 
that it would be rejected. 

The Afghan government was required 
to allow US troops free movement within 
their country and to hand over anyone the 
US defines as a “terrorist supporter”. 

It is the sort of ultimatum that 
Austria-Hungary used against 
Serbia to start the First World War 
and that Hitler delivered to Czecho- 
Slovakia in 1939. 

Bush's war will not stop at Afghanistan. 

He said openly that it would include 
any state the US believed was supporting 


terrorism. 

US Defence Secretary Donald Rums- 
feld claims there are over 60 countries 
where “terrorist networks” operate, and 
that “you take care of the Afghanistan sit- 
uation and move on to other areas”. 


Globe 


Just a month ago the US Senate voted 
to extend for five years a law punishing 
anyone who trades with Iran because of 
its “terrorist links”. 

This is the same Iran which foreign sec- 
retary Jack Straw was trying to tempt into 
the “alliance against terrorism” this week. 

This alliance is a living hypocrisy. It in- 
cludes Putin, the Russian leader who al- 
lowed the slaughter of tens of thousands 
of Chechen civilians. 

It includes China, which cracks down 
on opposition and holds Tibet in chains. 


pe amidst 
threats of horror 


And at its centre is the US government, 
which has spread violence across the globe. 

In his Congress speech Bush said he 
mourned those who had died in the 
World Trade Centre “from countries such 
as El Salvador and Iran”. 

He did not mention the 40,000 
people who died in El Salvador 
during the 1980s as a result of US 
backing for death squads. 

He neglected to mention US support 
for the murderous Shah of Iran during 
the 1970s, or the two decades of attempts 
to undermine the Iranian government. 

The US and its allies will not bring any 
sort of freedom and justice. 

Their war on Afghanistan will see 
thousands more innocent people killed, 
and spark a huge refugee crisis. 

Bush and Rumsfeld threaten to create 
a new and terrible twist to the conflicts 
in the Middle East, and the nuclear arms 
race between India and Pakistan, and to 
fan the flames of every smouldering hos- 
tility across the world. 

Amid this horror the hope is the 
anti-capitalist movement which has 
sprung up in the last two years. 

It is a good sign that across the globe 
much of this movement has thrown Itself 
into organising against the war. 

The stronger the anti-capitalist move- 
ment the more we can block the war- 
mongers. It also offers a powerful focus 
which draws people away from terror- 
ism, and towards a mass collective assault 
on our rulers and the system. 


Build for 
peace 


IN THE last week Socialist Worker has been 
part of building anti-war meetings and 
protests across the country. 

These events are just the beginning of 
bringing thousands of people together to 
organise opposition to Bush and Blair’s war. 

Socialist Worker has been at the heart of 
taking on and exposing the agenda of the 
warmongers. 

A new pamphlet, No To Bush’s War, is 
being rushed out. It will support everyone 
who opposes the drive towards further 
slaughter being pushed by Bush and backed 
up by the media. 

The Socialist Worker Appeal needs your 


financial help to raise £200,000. This will help 
us to continue to resist Blair’s plans at home 
and abroad. 

Our thanks to everyone who has already 
donated to the appeal, which has raised 
£42,190.65 in the last three weeks. 

Keep your donations coming in. 


Send donations to SW Appeal, PO 


Box 82, London E3 3LH. Phone to 
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WE CAN all do something to stop the war. 

The aize of the meetings, vigils and protests last 
weekend (including 4,000 in London, 1,000 in Glas- 
gow and 500 in Manchester) is exceptional for this 

inaconflict. We are far from isolated in op- 
posing further bloodshed. 

The demonstration outside the Labour Party 
conference in Brighton on Sunday is one chance 
to show opposition. The protest called by CND 
in London on 13 October is another major focus. 
@Try to arrange a debate on the war in your 
workplace, college or union branch. 

@Get to local and national protests. 
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OPPOSITION GROWS 
ACROSS THE WORLD 


UNITED STATES: On just one day last week 
there were anti-war protests on 146 campuses. 
Two days earlier 2,600 people had protested 
in Portland. 

The University of California in Berkley was 
at the forefront of the protests. Over 3,000 
people attended the demonstration there. 

A national demonstration in Washington 
was planned for Saturday of this week. 


ITALY: Over 10,000 people protested in the 
Italian capital, Rome, against the war, and 
there were protests in many other cities. 


AUSTRALIA: A militant 500-strong anti-war 
rally took place in Sydney. Nearly 500 people 
attended a peace rally in Canberra, 300 in Mel- 
bourne and 2,000 in Adelaide. 


GERMANY: Over 5,000 school students 
protested last week against the war. Some 
3,000 joined a demonstration in Hamburg, 
6,000 in Kassel and 1,500 in Stuttgart. About 
1,100 protested in the university town of 
Freiburg on Saturday. Some 500 had joined a 
school students’ protest the week before. 
Ilse and Richard Grubitz, aged 85 and 87, 
joined an anti-war protest in Berlin at the week- 
end. Richard said, “I was a solider for six years 
during the Second World War. On the first day 
our company had 61 dead and 60 injured. | 
have seen what war is. It was mass murder.” 


SPAIN: About 500 people joined an anti-war 
rally on Friday of last week. There are plans 
for demonstrations in many cities across Spain 
on Saturday of this week. 


AUSTRIA: Over 500 people protested in 
Vienna two days after the destruction of the 
World Trade Centre. The following Wednesday 
a teach-in drew over 150 people. 


IRELAND: Some 250 people attended a meet- 
ing against the war in Belfast just three days 
after the destruction of the World Trade Centre. 
Another 250 came to a meeting in the small 
town of Galway on the same night. 


LONDON: Over 4,000 people joined an anti- 
war vigil on Saturday afternoon outside Down- 
ing Street in London. 

There were school students and people who 
had never been on a demonstration before, 
as well as pensioners and veterans of the 
peace movement. Many carried signs saying 
“Shoulder to shoulder for peace and justice”. 

Terry Bowler, a student said, “I have just 
started college, and | want to get involved in 
the issues about the IMF, the World Bank and 
Third World debt. But this is the armed wing of 
globalisation. We have got to stop the war.” 


GLASGOW: OVER 1,000 people joined an 
anti-war rally in Glasgow’s George Square at 
lunchtime last Saturday. 

Kenny Ross of the Strathclyde FBU fire- 
fighters’ union was one of the speakers. His 
union branch has donated £100,000 to the 
families of the firefighters killed in New York— 
and also opposes the war. 

Tommy Sheridan, socialist member of the 
Scottish Parliament, also spoke. 


MANCHESTER: Over 400 anti-war protest- 
ers marched through the city last Saturday. 


BIRMINGHAM: Over 300 people joined a vigil 
in Victoria Square in Birmingham last Saturday. 


EDINBURGH: About 200 people joined an 
anti-war vigil on the steps of St Giles Cathed- 
eral on Friday of last week. 


PORTSMOUTH: Up to 180 people joined an 
anti-war protest last Saturday. 


CITY AND ISLINGTON SIXTH FORM COL- 
LEGE, LONDON: Around 120 students and 
staff met to discuss opposition to the war at the 
north London college on Wednesday of last 
week. 


LEEDS: Over 150 people attended an anti- 
war rally last Saturday. 

There were also protests last week in BRAD- 
FORD, TODMORDEN, HEBDEN BRIDGE, 
SHEFFIELD, NEWCASTLE, SWANSEA, 
CARDIFF, MILTON KEYNES, BRIGHTON and 
CAMBRIDGE. 
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No to bloodbath 


®WHAT IS beneath contempt 
is that a Labour prime minis- 
ter is going so far down this 
road behind the US. 

We have a prime minister 
who only comes to life when 
other people are about to die. 

The situation we are in is 
more serious than the Gulf 
War or the Balkans. We have 
an American government de- 
termined on revenge and a 
bloodbath. And it wants to 
settle lots of accounts. 


If the Taliban are toppled I 
will not be crippled with re- 
morse, but let the Afghan 
people get rid of them. 

Think also of the ironies 
of history. Who put the Tal- 
iban there? Who armed, 
funded and created them? It 
was the US, backed by its 
allies Saudi Arabia and Pak- 
istan. Osama Bin Laden 
worked for the CIA. 

We have to remove the 
causes which encourage 


Crime of war 


*BUSH AND Blair say they 
are fighting a war for civili- 
sation. Yet they have forgot- 
ten what civilisation means. 
What happened in Am- 
erica was a crime against 
humanity. The perpetrators 
should be brought to justice. 
But the word is justice. 
If we talk of justice in the 
West then we must stop 
committing crimes against 
humanity ourselves. 


That means an end to 
sanctions on Iraq, an end to 
supporting dictatorial 
regimes and occupying 
powers in the Middle East, 
an end to the dirty war Bush 
is fighting in Colombia, and 
an end to the debt. It means 
justice for the whole world 
rather than vengeance. 

Afghanistan is facing one 
of the biggest humanitarian 
crises anywhere in the world 


in the last 30 years. 

If you wage war on the 
people of Afghanistan, will 
that do anything except 
create an even more hostile 
response to the West? 

I believe in commemo- 
rating the people who died 
in America. The best way to 
do that is to make the world 
a better place, not a worse 
one.® 
GEORGE MONBIOT 


desperate young people to do 
these acts. 

The first demand of the 
peace movement should be to 
stop bombing Iraq. 

The second is to say the 
problem of Palestine has to be 
solved. This is not a Palestin- 
ian problem. It is an Israeli 
problem, and a problem of 
the West that has created and 
sustained Israel. Every day 
Palestinians are being killed.® 


TARIQ ALI 


BNP targets Muslims 


Nazis exploit the 
climate of racism 


THE LANGUAGE used by Bush 
and Blair to justify their war drive 
is giving encouragement to racists 
and Nazis. 

In the US racist attacks took 
place within days of the destruc- 
tion of the World Trade Centre on 
11 September. 

A week later the FBI was in- 
vestigating 40 race related attacks. 

Amongst the victims were 
Balbir Singh Sodhi, a 49 year old 
Sikh who was killed in a drive- 
by shooting at a petrol station in 
Arizona. Adel Karas, a 48 year 
old, was shot dead in California. 

In Britain newspapers like the 
Express have fed the climate of 
racism that has branded people with 
a Middle East background as 
“terrorists”. 

The front page headline in 
the Sunday Express last week 
screamed, “‘They’re Here”. 

An Afghan taxi driver in 
Twickenham was violently as- 
saulted five days after the attacks 
in the US. He was left paralysed 
from the neck down. 

A 19 year old Muslim woman 


NICK GRIFFIN 


in Swindon was battered with a 
baseball bat in what the police be- 
lieve was a revenge attack. 

In Birmingham two Sikh coun- 
cillors were attacked. Muslim and 
Chinese graves were desecrated in 
Everton in Liverpool. 

In Wishaw, Lancashire, shops 
owned by Muslims have been 
attacked. 

Mosques have been daubed 
with racist graffiti in Bolton and 
Oldham. In Bolton worshippers, 
including young children, were 
inside the mosque when a petrol 
bomb attack was launched. 


Targeted 


These attacks are in the same 
area that the Nazi British National 
Party (BNP) has been targeting 
since winning a significant 
number of votes in the general 
election. 

The Nazis want to whip up race 
hatred. 

The BNP has a targeted cam- 
paign attacking Muslims. It de- 
scribes them as “the enemy 
within”. 

The BNP has published a 
leaflet that says Islam is “spawn- 
ing psychotic mass murderers 
abroad and vicious rioters in our 
own towns”. 

The Nazis’ propaganda shows 
a picture of the destruction at the 
World Trade Centre next to the 
words, “Islam is all about love 
and respect.” 

Blair and Bush have tried to 
mouth some platitudes against 
such racism. 

Blair has been forced to write in 
a London-based Asian newspaper, 


“T want to assure you that the vast 
majority of decent people in 
Britain realise that neither you nor 
Islam is in any way responsible for 
what happened in the US. 

“Blaming Islam is as ludi- 
crous as blaming Christianity for 
Loyalist attacks on Catholics or 
Nationalist attacks on Protes- 
tants in Northern Ireland.” 

Yet every day Blair and Bush 
are seen stoking up war fervour 
against the “enemy” in the Middle 
East. 

This can only give more con- 
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fidence to Nazis and racists who 
want to use the current climate to 
increase their influence. 

It is even more important to 
build support for the anti-Nazi Re- 
spect festival in Oldham on Satur- 
day 20 October. 

It is a chance to expose the 
Nazis’ lies and show black and 
white unity in the face of racism. 

Getting support for the Anti 
Nazi League in your workplace, 
school or college can help build an 
atmosphere against the Nazis 
across the whole of Britain. 


For more details 
phone the ANL on 
020 7924 0333 or 
visit www.anl.org.uk 
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WAR IS NOT 4 
THE ANSWER. 


Arguments against 


THE BUILDING of a movement against war was 
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the warmongers 


given an enormous boost at a marvellous rally 
in central London last Friday. 

At just a few days notice over 2,000 packed into 
Friends Meeting House opposite the capital’s Euston sta- 
tion. There hasn’t been a meeting like that in London for 


at least 20 years. 


Speakers like journalist George Monbiot and 
Jeremy Corbyn MP (pictured left) spoke to the 1,200 
people crammed into the main hall. 


They then hurried across 
to address 300 people in an 
overflow hall, and yet more 
hundreds who gathered 
outside. 

LINDSEY GERMAN, 
editor of Socialist Review, 
chaired the meeting in the 
main hall. 

“We are meeting for rea- 
sons we all understand— 
the terrible events in Wash- 
ington and New York,” she 
began. 

“Most people reacted 
with horror and fear to 
those events, and feeling for 
the thousands of people 
who died. 

“But many people are also 
fearful that the response of 
George Bush and Tony Blair 
will not be to deal with the 
problems which caused the 
attacks, but to cause the 
deaths of tens or hundreds of 
thousands more people. 

“They are threatening the 
destruction of Afghanistan, 
and possibly a wider confla- 
gration in the Indian subcon- 
tinent, Iran and the Middle 
East.” 

A key theme echoed by 
most of the speakers was that 
the meeting proved a large 
and serious anti-war move- 
ment was now possible. 

Veteran peace campaigner 
BRUCE KENT argued, “This 
meeting is the answer to all 
the media people who say 
that there is no opposition to 
the war.” 


Policy 


He spelled out what most 
in the hall also felt: “I have a 
horrible feeling about the in- 
tentions of Bush and Blair. 
Some unfortunate Afghan 
person is going to lose his 
wife and children. 

“We have to show that 
common sense and decency 
exists. 

“We are not alone. As one 
of the parents of someone 
who died in the World Trade 
Centre said, ‘It is not the way 
to go. Not in my son’s name, 
please.’ 

“There are millions of 
Americans who think ex- 
actly like this.” 

JEREMY CORBYN is 
one of the Labour MPs who 
has spoken out against the 
war. 

He said at the meeting, “I 
have been reading of people 
around the world organising 
peace meetings and rallies— 
all over the US, in Europe 
and in India.” 

He added, ““The media re- 
porting is deeply dangerous. 
It unleashes the forces of 
racism. This is not the work 
of Islam. 

“But if people use the lan- 


‘The whole 
region will be 
destabilised. The 
recession will be 
made worse’ 


guage of a war of ‘civilisa- 
tion’ against ‘barbarism’, 
then lower forms of life in the 
US and Europe will then get 
the message and take it out on 
mosques. 

“We have to stand shoul- 
der to shoulder with all vic- 
tims of racism.” 

JOHN REES of the So- 
cialist Workers Party said, “I 
don’t think that any of us in 
the peace movement will 
have watched those live TV 
pictures of the disaster at the 
World Trade Centre without 
human sympathy for those 
who suffered.” 

He went on to ask, “How 
could something like this 
take place?” and explained, 
“There have been hundreds 
of thousands of lives lost 
around the world of people 
whose graves are unmarked 
and unmourned. 

“Those people—Iraqis, 
Palestinians, Serbians—died 
because of the policy of the 
US. 

“There has been no 
minute’s silence for the 
500,000 Iraqi children killed 
by sanctions.” 

And he argued, “This war 
will make another human cat- 
astrophe. 

“The biggest military state 
in the world will savage a 
poor, desperate country. 

“The whole region will be 
destabilised. The recession 
will be made worse.” 

The arguments put by 
these and the other speakers 
shown on this page gave 
people the confidence to go 
out and carry the anti-war 
message to as many people as 
possible. 
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Over 2,000 crammed into Friends Meeting House in central London to protest at the war 


Build resistance | arms dealers 
eye profit 


*THE VIETNAM War 
ended after the death of 
millions of Vietnamese 
people because of the re- 
sistance of the Viet- 
namese and the revolt 
against the war across 
the US and Europe. 

I'm so pleased that thou- 
sands of people across this 
country and around the 
world are opposed to this 
war. 

The meeting is a call for 
action—no blank cheque 
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for Bush, no to bombing, no 
to revenge. 

We have to look to the 
causes of this act. 

A quarter of the world’s 
population is in poverty. 
Global corporations domi- 
nating the world is not the 
solution. 

The world could be 
run differently. It could be 
a fairer place. 

It is up to us to re- 
member those who have 
marched and met for 


Send aid not bombs 


¢| DON’T like the term war—if Amer- 
ica retaliates it will be indiscriminate 


murder. 


Retaliation will not bring back any 


loved ones. 


The most sensible thing I’ve 
heard is an aid worker who urged 
the US to send planeloads of relief 
to Afghanistan, not planeloads of 


bombs. 


The US bases in Britain will be 
used to back up what Bush and Blair 


plan to do. 


| carry a banner on all of the 


demonstrations outside US bases. 


It reads, “George W Bush the god- 


father of Ballistic Missile Defence, 


the armed wing of globalisation.” 
We need deeds, not words, to 

make it clear to Bush and Blair that 

we will not allow this country to be 


used as a springboard for murder.® 


HELEN JOHN, vice-chair Campaign 
for Nuclear Disarmament 


peace. 
Stop us descending into 

Armageddon, because that 

is what is on offer if George 

Bush is allowed to get his 

way.° 

JEREMY CORBYN MP 


Mor 
deaths 


‘| AM not as a rule a po- 
litical activist. 

But what | fear now is 
that a lot of children on 
the far side of the world 
will be killed by govern- 
ments that nominally we 
support. 

We can reach out to 
the wider population who 
are confused by some of 
what they are hearing. 

| also speak as an 
Anglo-American. It is cru- 
cial we distinguish be- 
tween the US people and 
the federal government 
of the US.° 
WILL SELF, writer 
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®°WHOEVER was responsi- 
ble for the attacks in the US 
should be brought to justice. 
But I believe in the rule of 
law, not summary execution 
on the say-so of the CIA. 

They argue we must 
punish countries that harbour 
those responsible. This is the 
doctrine used to punish the 
people of Iraq, to justify the 
bombing of Belgrade. 

It is the same logic as 
that used by those responsi- 
ble to justify their attack on 
New York—people get pun- 
ished for the crimes of their 
government. 

Now the US is going fur- 
ther. People can now be 
punished for the crime of 
someone who may or may 
not have lived among them. 

If that is so then the 
people of Vietnam, Cambodia 
and Chile might all have a 
case against the US for har- 
bouring Henry Kissinger. 

There is one group who 
expect to benefit from war. 


There was one event not can- 


celled last week—the arms 
fair in London’s Docklands. 
The arms manufacturers and 
dealers stand to profit. They 
have a vested interest in war, 
and they are some of Bush 
and Blair’s best friends. 

The Socialist Alliance is 
committed to playing the 
fullest possible part in building 
the broadest possible move- 
ment against the drive to war. 
We will not be silent when 
innocent people are killed.® 
LIZ DAVIES, Socialist 
Alliance 
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THINGS 
THEY SAY 


“CAN anyone 
mention an 
international 
conflict in the last 
30 years that would 
have been better 
resolved without 
America’s 
intervention?” 
Disgraced former cabinet 
minister PETER 
MANDELSON exercising 
selective memory in an 
attempt to get back in Tony 
Blair’s good books 


“A decentralised 
capitalist system is 
extraordinarily 
resilient in the face 
of physical damage. 
Civil disobedience 
can halt a modern 
economy much 
more quickly than a 
bombing campaign. 
That demands the 
overt participation 
of the many, not the 
secret attacks of the 
few.” 

BFINANCIAL TIMES 


“| HAVE beena 
warmonger all my 
adult life” 

Ultra right wing Mail on 
Sunday columnist PETER 
HITCHENS 


“HE WAS playing 
heavy, up to 
£100,000 a hand. 
When he started 
suffering such 
heavy losses, he 
became agitated.” 
MNORM CLARKE on 
watching an Australian 
billionaire lose £20 million 
playing cards while stuck 
in Las Vegas after the 
World Trade Centre 
disaster 


“WE SHOULD not 
be cramming in 
different ethnic 
groups into the 
crowded island of 
Britain.” 

Tory MP LAURENCE 
ROBERTSON backing 
John Townend’s racist 
remarks about Britain 
becoming a “mongrel race” 
earlier this year 


“YOU COULD not 
imagine more 
unattractive 
politicians. This is 
the Addams family 
without the laughs. 
MSENIOR BLACK TORY 
after Robertson was 
appointed junior party whip 
in lain Duncan Smith's new 
right wing shadow cabinet 


” 


“IAIN’S problem is 
that, however nicely 
he says it, his 
message attracts 
these people.” 
STEVEN NORRIS on 
Duncan Smith’s appeal to 
extremists 


DO YOU have a story 
for Inside the System? 
Send it to Inside the 
System, Socialist 
Worker, PO Box 82 
London E3 3LH 
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Choosing 
O nuclea 


TONY BLAIR is thinking of 
using the din of war drums to 
smuggle in a decision to allow 
a dangerous new nuclear 
plant to start operating. 

The Mox plant at British Nuclear 
Fuel’s (BNFL) Sellafield site in 
Cumbria has been mothballed since 
it was built in 1996 because of 


safety fears. 


The plant reprocesses deadly pluto- 
nium to make fuel for nuclear power 


stations. 


It was at the centre of a huge scandal 
in 1999 when safety data on a trial batch 
of fuel exported to Japan was found to 
have been falsified by the company. 


BioWARFARE 2. 


to 
r? 


Laurence Williams, the govern- 
ment’s official chief inspector of nu- 
clear installations, said, “I make no 
bones about it. Sellafield is probably 
the most hazardous site in the UK.” 

The BBC reported this week that a 
planned announcement of the go- 
ahead for the Mox plant had been de- 
layed in the immediate aftermath of 
the attacks on the US. But it said that 


ministers still looked set to allow the 


plant to start generating soon. 
Why is Blair keen for the lethal 


Mox plant to go ahead? The Indepen- 


dent put it simply: “It comes down to 
money. Mox is crucial to the govern- 
ment’s plan to part-privatise BNFL 
before the next election.” 


VY HELL No! 
THiS i5 TO 
PROTECT U6 


FROM THe 
STINK oF 
HYPOCAIS? . 


at first you 
don't succeed... 


NEW LABOUR'S science 
minister Lord Sainsbury 
has shown his usual grasp 
of environmental issues by 
appointing Christopher 
Andrews to the board of 
the National Environmen- 
tal Research Council. 


The council spends 
£192 million a year fund- 
ing research, and says its 
“priority for environmen- 
tal science is to under- 
stand and predict the 
complex behaviour of the 
earth system and its 


No rich queue 


NEW LABOUR MP Julia Downs is an enthusiast for 
the government’s Private Finance Initiative and 


Public Private Partnership. 


She also sits in the parliamentary select commit- 
tee on health, which is about to begin a major inquiry 


WHEN Chris- 
topher Head- 
don quit as 


boss of the troubled in- 
surance firm Equi- 
table Life he fared 
better than many of 
the company’s policy- 
holders, who have 
been left fearing for 
their pensions. 

Headdon walked 
away with a £94,000 a 
year pension. 

Headdon has just 
picked up a job on the 
board of the Halifax. 
It has recently taken 
over Equitable. 


into “the role of the pri- 
vate sector in the NHS”. 

Her constituents in 
Swindon will be keen to 
hear what she makes of the 
latest example of private 
sector involvement in the 
NHS. 

The Swindon and Marl- 
borough NHS Trust is 
inviting private firms to 
pay for the right of their 
staff to jump the queue for 
NHS treatment. 

The trust hopes to raise 
£400,000 a year from the 
scheme. Trust boss Sue 
Harvey says, “The govern- 
ment is very keen on mar- 
keting the health service.” 


sustainable development’. 

Andrews recently re- 
tired as chairman and 
managing director of 
Rhoda Ltd, whose very 
green-sounding slogan is 
“Improving everyday 
life—inventing the future 
with chemicals’. 

Rhoda’s most recent 
contribution to the “earth 
system” was to release sul- 
phur dioxide from its sul- 
phuric acid plant at 
Staveley in Derbyshire in 
April. Three policemen 
and a TV reporter had to 
have hospital treatment. 

The firm was fined 
£11,000 in December 1999 
for releasing poisonous 
mercury from the Stave- 
ley plant the previous year. 

The company’s de- 
fence was that it had no 
previous convictions for 
pollution. 

Rhoda forgot to men- 
tion that until 1998 it and 
the Staveley plant had been 
owned by the giant Rhone 
Poulenc chemical com- 
pany, which also employed 
Christopher Andrews. 

Rhone Poulenc was 
fined £50,000 for a gas re- 
lease at the Staveley plant 
in 1996. 


RADIO sta- 
tions in the US 
have banned 


a list of 150 songs 
from being played in 
the wake of the 
devastation in New 
York. 

The banned list is 
not just targeted at 
those with titles or 
lyrics that might be 
deemed offensive. 

The banned list is 
also aimed at keep- 
ing off air anything 
that even hints of an 
anti-war or peace 
message. 

Simon and Gar- 
funkel’s “Bridge Over 
Troubled Water” is 
banned. So too is 
“Imagine” by John 
Lennon. 

And in a blatant 
piece of political cen- 
sorship, everything 
by left wing band 
Rage Against the 
Machine is banned. 


Dont 
WOITY, 
Just 
Spend 


THE RICH won’t let death 
and destruction stop them 
splashing out on looking 
their best. 

The Financial Times’s 
“How to Spend It” supple- 
ment gives them a few tips 
on “must have” items for 
the wardrobe. 

Top of the list for bad 
taste is what the paper dubs 
the new “haute peasant” 
chic. 

The “key elements” of 
the “distressed peasant 
look” include a “sage felted 
wrap’—a snip at £2,240, 
with matching peasant-style 
boots at just £790 a pair. 

Capes “are back this 
season”. At just £2,140 fora 
black and grey brushed wool 
number, who could resist? 

The “must have decora- 
tive detail of the season” is 
a “cream pearl encrusted 
top” at just £2,138. 

And to complete the 
outfit how about a “black 
diamond and ruby pave set 
flower brooch”, yours for 
just £32,000? 


THE number 
of business 
appointees 


working in govern- 
ment departments is 
Yor 1a lale B 

The figures, for 
1999 to 2000 show 
that there were 1,120 
“inward secondees” 
working for three 
months or more in 
government depart- 
ments. 

“Inward secon- 
dees” is New Labour 
f) of =r-1.@ Co) my of-10) 0) [= of 10 | 
by business and 
given official govern- 
ment jobs. 

The “secondees” 
included Mark Jen- 
nings of British 
rN iit-Ya(or-la im ke) of-(erero 
who spent a year 
working as an “exp- 
ort promoter” in the 
Department of Trade 
late Mm lareleiqavmal=l ellate| 
sell cigarettes to 
Turkey, Bulgaria and 
Romania. 


comment 


Opposition 
runs deep 


IT’S AMAZING that Francis Fukuyama still dares 
to show his face in public. Far from experienc- 
ing the end of history after the fall of Stalinism, 
we are now confronted with the third major im- 


perialist war since 1989. 


There are major similarities between each of these 
conflicts, but also significant differences. 


One phenomenon we first 
saw during the 1991 Gulf 
War was that of the B-52 
liberals—left wing intellec- 
tuals who supported the 
slaughter inflicted by the 
United States and its allies 
on Iraq. 

This was an even more 
pronounced feature of the 
Balkan War in 1999. 

On both sides of the At- 
lantic very large sections of 
liberal-left opinion lined up 
behind NATO’s bombing 
campaign on the grounds that 
it was, as Tony Blair put it, “a 
war for values” waged for 
humanitarian purposes. 

The pattern that is 
emerging now is rather dif- 
ferent. There are, of course, 
figures on the left who are 
lining up behind George 
Bush’s “crusade”. 

The Guardian carried an 
absurd article by Christopher 
Hitchens on Friday last week. 
Hitchens hated Bill Clinton’s 
sleazy administration so 
much that he backed the Re- 
publican right’s effort to 
impeach him. 

But Hitchens is now de- 
fending Clinton’s successor 
against left critics like Noam 
Chomsky on the grounds that 
the war in prospect is one 
against “fascism with an Is- 
lamic face”. 

But there is at the same 
time a much more powerful 
counter-current than there 
was during previous crises. 
Take Clare Short. 

According to Andrew 
Rawnsley in last Sunday’s 
Observer, when she visited 
Macedonia at the start of the 
Balkan War in 1999, she 
asked the NATO commander 
there, “Why aren’t you in 
there already?” 


Hawks 


“The international devel- 
opment secretary returned to 
London to become one of the 
sharpest-beaked hawks of 
that conflict,” Rawnsley 
continued. 

“She likened opponents of 
the action in Kosovo to the 
appeasers of Nazism, which 
transformed Clare Short in the 
eyes of the prime minister.” 

Yet twice last week Short 
very publicly expressed her 
unhappiness about Bush’s 
war plans. 

She said, “I think we all 
understand that America feels 
so angry that they want to get 
somebody, but you can’t have 
lots of planes and guns and 
ships and make everybody do 
their bidding.” 

Three former Labour 
ministers joined Short. Ex 
defence minister Doug Hen- 
derson called for a debate on 
the crisis at the Labour Party 
conference. 

Peter Kilfoyle, who re- 
signed from the Ministry of 
Defence because of his un- 
happiness about the direction 
the Blair government was 
taking, backed this call. 

Kilfoyle said, “My fear is 


*Suspicion of 
American foreign 
policy goes way 
beyond 
longstanding 
Labour rebels? 


that certain elements in the 
US would like to shape the 
evidence against Bin Laden 
to suit their own agendas, and 
much of that is about settling 
old scores, rather than meet- 
ing the needs of a coalition 
against terrorism.” 

Tony Lloyd, a former For- 
eign Office minister, ex- 
pressed similar doubts: “The 
wrong action, like heavy 
bombing, would make the 
situation worse.” 

It is important to under- 
stand that none of these three 
ex-ministers have any asso- 
ciation with the left of the 
Labour Party. 

Kilfoyle, for example, 
built his career under Neil 
Kinnock as a hammer of the 
Militant Tendency in 
Merseyside. 


Left 


Their reservations are 
pragmatic, rather than aris- 
ing from a principled oppo- 
sition to imperialism. 

But they do reflect a very 
widespread sense that the 
kind of terrorism that caused 
the outrages in New York and 
Washington has deep and 
tangled roots that can’t be re- 
moved by using the Penta- 
gon’s military might. 

Moreover, suspicion of 
American foreign policy 
within the British labour 
movement extends well 
beyond longstanding rebels 
such as Tony Benn, Tam 
Dalyell and George Galloway. 

Hostility towards Bush’s 
Son of Star Wars missile de- 
fence programme has been 
building up inside the 
Labour Party for months. 

Barely had yet another ex- 
minister, Chris Mullin, re- 
turned to the back benches 
than he was contesting Blair’s 
support for the policy. 

This line-up is important 
because it means that oppo- 
nents of the coming war are 
likely to be much less iso- 
lated than we were in 1999, 
and perhaps also than in 
1990-1. 

At the very least these 
reservations should give our 
arguments a greater hearing 
than in the past. 

This makes it all the 
more important that we build 
on what has already been 
achieved in laying the basis 
of an anti-war movement. 

It needs to ensure that 
the voice of opposition to 
Bush and Blair sounds 
strongly even before the 
first missile is launched. 


MALEX CALLINICOS 
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Bosses take us towards recession 


System In crisis 
oefore US aisaster 


US DEALERS on Wall Street despair at the collapse in share prices 


Shares collapse 
leads to misery 


THE DEEPENING eco- 
nomic crisis has seen a mas- 
sive drop in share prices. 

It is this which most con- 
cerns many of the world’s 
rich, because it means an 
immediate fall in their total 
wealth. 

The drops have been 
enormous. Last week the 
Dow Jones index of the US’s 
biggest firms fell by around 
13 percent in four days, 
with a small bounce back on 
Monday. 

There has been a total 
fall of 30 percent since the 
beginning of last year. 

The Financial Times 
pointed out that there have 
only been four falls on a 
greater scale in the last cen- 
tury, most notably between 
1929 and 1932 when the 
Dow Jones fell by 89 percent. 

You cannot read a wider 
industrial slump from a fall 
in stock exchanges. 

Such a slump happened 


after 1929, but it did not 
happen after the outbreak of 
World War Two, when the 
Dow Jones fell by 40 percent. 

A fall of 45 percent in 
1973-4 was accompanied by 
economic crisis, but on a 
much smaller scale than in 
the 1930s. 

And the famous crash of 
October 1987, when shares 
lost about a third of their 
value in a week, was followed 
by two more years of eco- 
nomic boom. 

A stock exchange is a 
place where the rich specu- 
late on shares in companies 
that already exist. 

It doesn’t produce any- 
thing itself, and is parasitic 
on the real world of produc- 
tion and exploitation. 

The impact of any crash 
depends on what is happen- 
ing there. 

Today that wider econ- 
omy is in trouble because 
years of pouring money 


NEW LABOUR allows plant closures 


into certain industries 
while trying to hold wages 
down and lying about 
profit levels has led to 
massive overproduction. 

But the stock exchange 
crash can feed back into that 
wider economy, making the 
crisis even worse. 

Giant firms will have 
based their calculations on 
assumptions of stock ex- 
change profits that will not 
be forthcoming—and they 
will now try to make their 
workers pay for the losses 
they incur. 


J APAN 


Bad to worse 


WHILE MOST of the focus 
has been on the US, the 
Japanese economy has 
been going from bad to 
worse. 

Electronics manufactur- 
ers, including Hitachi, Fu- 
jitsu and Toshiba, were 
already preparing to cut 
tens of thousands of jobs 
at the beginning of this 
month. 

Car companies wanted 
to get rid of 140,000 work- 
ers over the next four 
years. 

NTT, the telecommuni- 
cations group, is breaking 
with a tradition of lifetime 
employment and asking 


110,000 employees to 
transfer to new subsidiaries. 
Now the major banks 
are in deep trouble follow- 
ing the bankruptcy of a 
major retail firm, Mycal, 
with liabilities of Y1,390 
billion ($11.8 billion). 

Ryoji Musha, chief 
strategist at Deutsche 
Bank, warns that the 
banking sector is teeter- 
ing on the brink of a melt- 
down. 

He believes that “the 
only way out of Japan’s 
predicament is the partial 
and temporary nationali- 
sation of all the country’s 
major banks.” 


THE WORLD economy is on the verge of a 
major recession. That was the bleak mes- 
sage last week as 100,000 workers on both 
sides of the Atlantic lost their jobs and the 
stock exchange plunged downwards. 

Spokespeople for big business are putting the 
blame on the suicide hijackers’ destruction of the 
World Trade Centre on 11 September. 

It certainly precipitated the fall in the US stock 


exchange last week. 

But it cannot explain the 
scale of the economic crisis. 

This was already appar- 
ent on 10 September, when 
the Financial Times carried 
a report of the meeting of 
top European industrialists 
in Italy. It said: 

“European business 
leaders are scared. For all 
the brave words and fine 
talk that the worst may 
soon be over, industrialists 
did little to disguise their 
overriding pessimism.” 

“The financial mar- 
kets have gone out of con- 
trol,” said a Paris-based 
investment banker. 

Giovanni Agnelli, the 
honorary chairman of Fiat, 
said industry could forget 
the international recovery 
for the time being and face 
the reality of a slowdown 
instead. 

The Financial Times 
had reported on the crisis 
in the telecoms industry a 
few days before (see last 
week’s Socialist Worker). 

The industry had writ- 
ten off a massive $1,000 
billion wasted investment. 

That is enough to pay 
off the total debt of the 
world’s 40 poorest coun- 
tries four times over. 

Workers in the industry 
were already paying the 
price, with more than half 
a million redundancies in 
firms like GEC Marconi, 
Motorola and Viasystems 
in Britain. 

Bosses in Britain’s £20 
billion plastics and rubber 


Picture: RAY SMITH 


Use billions to stop job losses 


OPPOSITION TO state 
intervention and subsidies 
has for years been the rallying 
cry of financiers and 
industrialists. 

This has translated into the 
neo-liberal policies pushed by 
the bosses’ organisations and 
embraced with such 
enthusiasm by Tony Blair. 

Now thai a slump threatens, 
their position has shifted. Giant 
firms in the US and Britain, 
most notably in the air 
transport industry (see page 9), 
are suddenly demanding state 
assistance. 

The US government has 
forked out $40 billion for the 
rebuilding of the Wall Street 


area in New York and $15 billion 
for the airline companies. 

There are some left of 
centre economic writers who 
see this shift as a great step 
forward. 

They claim it marks a return 
to a time when state 
intervention made capitalism 
operate in the interests of 
workers as well as big 
business. 

In reality, there was never 
such a golden age. 

However, the point at 
present is that the money is not 
used to help workers, but to 
enable firms to proceed with 
rationalisation packages that 
involve huge levels of 


redundancy. 

But the massive sums of 
money being thrown about 
should convince people that we 
do not simply have to sit back 
and accept job losses. 

If billions can be used to 
keep the profits flowing for 
firms like Virgin and BA, they 
could be used to stop any job 
losses. 

In any firm threatening the 
sack, workers should demand: 


@No job losses. 


@Nationalisation to protect jobs 
if the firm claims it cannot 
survive without sacking people. 


@Occupations and sirikes to 
fight for these demands. 


by CHRIS HARMAN 


industry warned that it was 
facing a crisis because of 
the economic downturn 
and a growing list of plant 
closures by big manufac- 
turing customers. 

Lives have already 
been wrecked by hundreds 
of thousands of job losses 
in manufacturing over the 
last four years. 

The root cause of the 
crisis does not lie with the 
terrorist attacks, but with 
the old capitalist absurdity 
of boom and bust. 

Capitalists right across 
the world believed until 
only just over a year ago 
that they could make 
massive profits by pour- 
ing money into the US 
stock exchange and the 
telecoms and dot.com 
industries. 


Sacking 


The result was massive 
overproduction. 

Now they are reacting 
to this by cutting back and 
sacking workers. 

The result is to reduce 
the market for other goods, 
so that the crisis spreads 
through the whole of 
industry. 

For the first half of this 
year the scale of the crisis 
was concealed because 
many people continued to 
buy consumer goods. 

They paid for them by 
increasing their level of 
borrowing through credit 
cards and other loans. 

The borrowing was 
bound to stop at some 
point, as people began to 
realise how heavily they 
were in debt. 

That point has come in 
the US with the panic 
since the destruction of the 
World Trade Centre. 

Many of the biggest US 
firms have used the panic 
to go public about how 
badly they were really 
doing beforehand. 

As the Observer Busi- 
ness section reported last 
Sunday: 

“It was clear from the 
hundreds of profit warnings 
that corporate America had 
decided to announce all the 
bad news at once.” 


WHENEVER the rul- 

ers of a country go to 

war they demand na- 

tional unity from their 
pulation. 

They insist that all in- 
ternal divisions must be 
set aside. 

They say workers must 
stop demanding better pay 
and conditions, campaigns 
should call off agitation to 
change government policy, 
and the media must bottle 
criticism. 

W hen a war starts the 
feelings of unity usually run 
high. 
As the First World W ar 
began in 1914 a patriotic fer- 
vour swept Britain. 

It was not just Tories, 
Liberals and right wing trade 
unionists who trumpeted 
the jingoistic mood. Man 
ordinary workers and left 
wingers also marched in 
step. 

In 1900 Keir Hardie had 
been elected MP in Merthyr 
Tydfil as a Labour Repre- 
sentation Committee can- 
didate. It was a great 
demonstration of class feel- 
ing among the South W ales 
workers to break from the 
ruling class parties. 

By 1914 Hardie was the 
revered elder statesman of 
the party. Yet when the con- 
flict began and he raised 
doubts about supporting the 
war he faced violent opposi- 
tion from his constituents. 

Workers who had 
carried him though the 
streets when he was 
elected now marched to 
denounce his lack of 
patriotism. 

The mob was led by 
Charles Stanton. 

Stanton was one of the 
most left wing leaders of the 
bitter miners’ strikes in the 
area just a few years before. 

Hardie died a year later. 
Stanton was elected in his 
place as a bullying pro-war 
candidate. 

W ill Thorne, one of the 
great fighting leaders of the 
trade union movement 
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what 
socialists say 


War: are we all 
In it together? 


among the unskilled at the 
end of the 1880s, was 
reborn as_ Lieutenant 
Colonel W ill Thorne of the 
West Ham Volunteer Force. 

Ben Tillett, the great 
leader of the 1889 and 1912 
dockers’ strikes, met a small 
group of anti-war protest- 
ers and “goaded them, 
Slashed and lashed them with 
flaying scorn”. 

“Workers who. re- 
spected you, who you never 
thought could be swept off 
their feet by jingoism, could 
appear so transformed that 
they did not appear to be 
the same people,” said Harry 
Pollitt, later to be a leader of 
the British Communist Party, 
of his fellow boilermakers. 

The same process was 
going on in Germany, France 
and Russia, as rulers fooled 
workers into slaughtering 
people who were really their 
class brothers and sisters in 
other countries. 


Mood 


But the mood was tem- 
porary. In a very short 
per the class struggle was 

ack, 

By July 1915 South W ales 
miners were on illegal strike. 
The strikers were pilloried 
for helping the enemy. 

But they stuck out and 
won. Prime minister Lloyd 
George was forced to travel 
to Cardiff and make humili- 
ating concessions. 

At around the same time 
engineers struck and formed 
a workers’ committee which 
spread its influence to other 
industrial centres. 

In November 1916 
10,000 Sheffield engineers 
struck against the conscrip- 
tion of engineers who were 
supposed to be exempt from 
the call-up. 

These were not explicitly 
anti-war strikes. But work- 
ers were refusing to accept 
that “everyone is in it to- 
gether” and that class strug- 
gle should be suspended. 

In part the change at 
home reflected the change 


TELL TONY BLAIR 


of mood at the front. Illu- 
sions about a short and glo- 
rious war had met the 
bloody reality of shattered 
bodies and wrecked minds. 

But another important 
factor was the gap between 
the wage freezes and cuts 
expected of workers and the 
soaring profits grasped by 
the capitalists on the back 
of mass slaughter. 

Prices for food and 
clothing rose 70 percent 
in Britain and 600 per- 
cent in Germany. The 
hardship for ordinary 
people was inc by 
huge rent rises. 

Meanwhile at the other 
end of society profits soared. 
Industries such as oil, metals, 
chemicals and textiles— and 
of course arms— saw profits 
double in a year, treble a few 
months later, and then roar 
higher. 

The factors that saw 
struggles in Britain went 
much further in Russia and 
Germany. There the same 
people who had cheered 
war made revolutions in 
1917 and 1919. 

The First World War isa 
stark example, but there are 
similar trends in every war. 

At some point the pres- 
sure breaks into struggle 

Today we do not face 
anything like the jingois- 
tic fervour of 1914. MP 
George Galloway and 
journalist John Pilger are 
not pursued by baying 
mobs. 

At work, cr who 
argue against the war find a 
third or half of people at least 
partly agreeing with them. 

As the allies murder in- 
nocent people then the 
voices of dissent will grow. 

As workers see redun- 
dancies spiral up, privatisa- 
tion continue and bosses 
keep pocketing a fortune, the 
notion of “national unity” 
frays. 

The task of socialists is 
to argue hard against the 
war and also against any sus- 
pension of the class struggle 
at home. 


by CHARLIE KIMBER 


Behind the taik of unity” 


SACKINGS, PRIVATISATION 
no fet Up trom their side 


“THE BRITISH people expect 
that we show some unity, rise 
above party politics.” 

That was the message from new 
Tory leader Iain Duncan Smith in 
parliament last week. 

He has his own reasons for avoiding 
debate on “normal politics”—to cover up 
the way he has stuffed his shadow cabinet 
with the lunatic right wing fringe of his 
party. 

But the same sentiment has been 
echoed across the political spectrum ever 
since Tony Blair refused to make his 
speech at the TUC conference. 

That refusal avoided debate on his pri- 
vatisation plans. 

Blair did, however, insist on handing 
copies of his planned speech out to dele- 
gates, with its message that there would 
be no let up in the government’s drive to 
hand public services to private business. 

The day afterwards TUC leaders went 
along with the “drop politics” notion by 
calling off their conference. 

Last week home secretary David 
Blunkett was given a free hand to decide 
whether the New Labour conference 
went ahead this weekend, and if it did 
proceed then to stage manage debates to 
try and avoid clashes over government 
policies. 

And leaders of the GMB union also 
called off the union’s campaign against 
privatisation last week. 

A GMB spokesperson said it was “not 
the moment to air serious disagreements 
with the government”. 

But behind all this talk of “unity” and 
“rising above politics”, it is business as 
usual for some of the most politically mo- 
tivated people in the country—those who 
head giant firms. 

These bosses are cynically using the 
devastation in the US and the talk of war 
to ram through massive attacks on work- 
ing people. 

The mass sackings announced by air- 
line bosses in the US and Britain have hit 
the headlines. As we argue on these 
pages, this is a cynical assault that was al- 
ready planned before the devastation in 
the US. 

But the attacks are much wider than 
the airline industry. 

There have been a huge round of re- 
dundancies over the last month—at GEC 
Marconi, Motorola, BAe, Compaq and 
HP, to name just a few. 


UR WORLD IS 
OT FOR SALE 


BLUNKETT—scapegoating 
refugees 


name just a few. 

Not one single job cut has been put on 
ice because of the crisis. 

And many more job cuts are now on 
the way. Just one example last week il- 
lustrates how talk of “pulling together” 
means nothing to bosses whose only 
concern is profit. 

Tinsley, one of the biggest employers 
in Lincolnshire, sacked 850 workers. 

The company supplies food to super- 
market giants Safeway and Marks & 
Spencer. 

Workers left the plant in tears, their 
futures ruined. 


Assault 


Just the week before the workers had 
been promised their jobs were safe. 

The government too is pushing ahead 
with its assault on public services and the 
workers who provide them. 

Just days after the horror in the US, 
Tony Blair’s government set up a new 
special unit to drive through privatisation 
in the NHS. 

The unit will push through the build- 
ing of 29 “fast track” surgical “factories”, 
which will be built and run by private 
companies. 

As the Financial Times put it, “The 
creation of the unit shows the govern- 


Sunday 30 September, Brighton. Protests start 12 midday, The Level, Lewes 


Road, with speakers, stalls and more. March assembles 2pm 


Called by Protest Brighton 2001 including Globalise Resistance, Green Party, Socialist Alliance, National Union of 
Journalists, and many local and regional trade union branches 


BLAIR—pressing ahead with 
privatisation 


ment’s determination to press ahead with 
greater involvement of the private sector 
in delivering NHS care.” 

The government also launched a 
major new assault in the Post Office last 
week. 

It gave the go-ahead to private firm 
Hays to deliver mail in the business dis- 
tricts of London, Edinburgh and Man- 


chester. Even worse, it has announced it is 
ready to license a scab service to try to 
beat postal strikes. 

Its plans amount to gearing up for a 
Wapping-style confrontation with postal 
workers, like that unleashed on print 
unions by Rupert Murdoch at his east 
London plant during Margaret Thatcher’s 
reign in the 1980s. 

Nor are the continuing attacks we 
face confined to issues like jobs and 
privatisation. 

David Blunkett visited Dover last 
week to boast of the government’s harsh 
new measures against refugees. 

He also plans to lock up 3,000 more 
refugees. Many of those who will be hit 
hardest by the crackdown are those 
fleeing Afghanistan. 

We must not let either the bosses or 
Blair’s government get away with using the 
fog of war to push through attacks which 
otherwise would have caused an outcry. 

Rather than call a halt to our struggles, 
we need to fight against every job cut, 
every attack on pay and conditions, every 
privatisation and every attack on 
refugees. 

The government will also hope that 
the crisis will blunt the protest planned 
this Sunday at Labour’s Brighton 
conference. 

In the remaining days everyone 
should redouble their efforts to ensure 
that the protest is as angry and effective 
as possible. 


*!T HAS been suggested that it is appropriate to hold back 
our anti-privatisation campaigning for the forseeable future, 
in the wake of events in the US. 

Such a move might make sense if the government itself 
was suspending the privatisation drive, but it is clearly doing 
no such thing. Only last week it was announced that the 
adverts seeking bids from contractors for the biggest single 
NHS Private Finance Initiative scheme in the country—the 
Bart’s and the London NHS Trust development—are about to 
be placed in trade journals. 

And on Tuesday the government, in a statement endorsed 
by no less than five ministers, announced that it was laying 
the groundwork for the wholesale privatisation of services in 
Hackney, as part of a drive to balance the council’s books. 

In the light of this, there can be no justification for the 
trade unions calling a halt to the anti-privatisation campaign. 

With the government showing its clear intent to press 
ahead with its public services agenda, it would be wrong for 
the trade unions to back away from the issue at the Labour 
Party conference in a week’s time. 

We can express our sympathy and support, not least for 
the hundreds of cleaners, builders and emergency service 
workers who died in the attacks, without losing momentum 
for a campaign whose success or failure will have lasting 
implications for the whole country. 

Unions owe it to their members to keep the pressure ona 
government which has barely paused for breath in its pursuit 
of privatisation.°® 


@GEOFF MARTIN, London regional convenor UNISON 


GMB UNION leader John Edmonds posed for publicity shots at the TUC conference with refuse workers in Brighton who had a 
successful occupation against private firm Sita. Yet those same refuse workers now face a new privatisation threat and are set to 
be sold off to private firm Serviceteam. These workers need action now more than ever. That makes it even more disgraceful that 
GMB leaders have called off the union’s campaign against privatisation. 
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THOUSANDS FACE SACK 


THE CRISIS in the airline industry was there before 11 September 


Airline companies 
exploit the tragedy 


THOUSANDS of work- 
ers across Britain and 
the US are facing the 
prospect of redundancy 
in the aftermath of the 
events in the United 
States. 

Aerospace industry 
and airline bosses have 
been at the forefront of 
sacking thousands of 
workers. 

Within just eight days 
Boeing, the largest air- 
craft manufacturer, an- 
nounced it was axing 
30,000 jobs. 

British Airways (BA) 
followed by slashing a total 
of 7,000 jobs, 13 percent of 
its workforce. Richard 
Branson’s Virgin Atlantic 
cut 1,200 workers’ jobs. 

Continental Airlines is 
the fifth largest carrier in 
the US. It is cutting over 
20 percent of its staff, with 
12,000 people set to lose 
their jobs. 

Worryingly, Continen- 
tal Airlines is viewed as 
the most financially sound 
of the US companies. This 
is a company that with- 
stood two bankruptcies 
prior to 1994. 

“The companies are 
taking advantage of the 
situation to screw some 
money out of the govern- 
ment,” Michael O’ Leary, 
the boss of RyanAir, ad- 
mitted last week. 

“There were going to 
be large job losses in the 
airline industry anyway be- 
cause firms were losing 
money.” 

Bush is reported to be 
ready to give a huge $24 
billion (£16 billion) in 
“emergency subsidies” to 
the major US airline com- 
panies to bail them out. 

Millionaire Richard 
Branson, who owns 49 
percent of Virgin Atlantic, 
wants a similar handout. 

After meeting Stephen 
Byers, the transport sec- 
retary, Branson reported, 
“The government said 
they did not want to see 
the industry damaged and 
will do all they can to 
help.” 

“There has to be a 
level playing field,” says 
Rod Eddington, BA chief 
executive. Eddington is 
the man who was the 
former chief executive of 
the New Zealand airline 
company Ansett. 

He bailed out just 
before Ansett went bust 
two weeks ago. 

Airline companies 
want to use the crisis to 
get the government to cut 
fuel prices and give them 


by THERESA 
BENNETT 


a rebate on the tax col- 
lected from aeroplane 
passengers. 

The airline companies 
could pocket £1 billion 
under this scheme. 

However, even some 
UK government officials 
are dubious about the 
true links between the at- 
tacks in the US and a fall 
in profits. 

In the Financial Times 
one Whitehall official 
points out that “a number 
of airlines were reporting 
commercial problems 
even before the attack’. 

Before the events in 
Washington and New York 
the Economist admitted 
that, because of the global 
economic slowdown, “in 
May air travel fell in the 
US and Europe for the first 
time in a decade”’. 

There was a 2 percent 
reduction year on year in 
the numbers of passen- 
gers travelling. 


Global 


A string of companies 
reported that they ex- 
pected a fall in profits. 

They blamed the fall 
in profits on the global re- 
cession, high fuel costs, in- 
dustrial disputes and a 
fall in numbers of busi- 
ness passengers. 

In the US only two 
companies, SouthWestern 
Airlines and Continental, 
were making a profit in 
July. 

Air France, Lufthansa 
and BA were all operat- 
ing at a loss. 

Between April and 
August 2001 BA’s profits 
plummeted by 50 percent. 

In response to losses of 
£244 million in May 2000 
the BA chairman, Colin 
Marshall, said, “These re- 
sults mark the end of the 
most difficult year that 
British Airways has had 
since privatisation.” 

Marshall’s predeces- 
sor at BA, Bob Ayling, 
was forced out following 
similar failures. 

Dutch-owned KLM 
Airlines blamed a “sub- 
stantial” fall in profits, 
from the $87 million 
raked in the year before, 
on the global economic re- 
cession, and laid off 500 
workers in August. 

The world market is 
massively oversupplied 
with aeroplanes. As a 
result 802 planes were on 


pay. 


sale in June. 

Company bosses are 
using the threat of terror- 
ism to push through re- 
structuring and cuts to 
adapt to the fall in 
demand. 

Workers have fought 
back. 

The Economist de- 
scribed the situation on 
the airlines earlier this 
year: “Strikes and the 
threat of strikes are the 
scourge at the moment.” 

On 4 July, a big travel- 
ling day in the US, Ameri- 
can Airlines cabin crews 
threatened to strike over 


In the US most airlines 
complain that they are 
“incessantly at war” with 
their employees. 

United Airlines and 
North West Airlines have 
both had long-running 
disputes. 

It is little wonder that 
workers in the US have 
fought back. 

Anti-establishment fig- 
ure and broadcaster 
Michael Moore reports 
that a first year airline 
pilot on American Eagle, 
the commuter part of 
American Airlines, earns 
just $15,000 a year. 

He also revealed that a 
pilot with three children 
earned so little he was el- 
igible for food stamps on 
welfare. 


Major 


Industrial disputes are 
not just happening in the 
US. There have been 
major strikes and dis- 
putes on Iberia Airlines in 
Spain, Cathay Pacific in 
Hong Kong, Lufthansa 
and others. 

Airline bosses have 
been trying to make 
workers pay for the 
downturn in business. BA 
had already made 1,800 
job cuts prior to the dis- 
aster in the US. 

The Economist said 
that “it may be easier to 
drive change once airline 
companies are visibly 
having a tougher time. 
The recession will help, by 
cutting the demand for 
air travel. So will contin- 
ued deregulation.” 

Not only do these com- 
pany bosses aim to disarm 
the airline workers’ abil- 
ity to fight back, they also 
want to disguise the real 
crisis in the aviation in- 
dustry caused by the eco- 
nomic crisis that was 
hitting them before the 
destruction of the World 
Trade Centre. 
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TWO FACES OF IMPERIALISM 


INTERVENTION BY the US in Iraq (top), Yugoslavia (middle) 
and Somalia (bottom). All have brought disaster 


The iron fist 
behind protits 


ICROSOFT OR Goldman Sachs will not send air- 

craft carriers to the Gulf to track down Osama Bin 
Laden—only the US military will.” 

So wrote Francis Fukuyama, former US state department offi- 

cial, after the destruction of the World Trade Centre two weeks ago. 


His words echo those of Thomas 
Friedman, a journalist close to the 
US state department, in the run-up 
to the Gulf War in 1991. 

Friedman wrote, “The hidden hand 
of the market will never work without 
the hidden fist. 

“McDonald’s cannot flourish without 
[giant arms company] McDonnell Dou- 
glas. The hidden fist that keeps the world 
safe for Silicon Valley’s technologies is 
called the US army, air force, navy and 
Marine Corps.” 

These words are highly relevant 
again today as US president George 
Bush gears up to attack Afghanistan. 

Such a war is not removed from the 
dominance of the world by Western 
multinationals and financial institu- 
tions. It is the other side of capitalist 
globalisation. 

For the rulers of the US, economic 
and military interests are interlinked. 

The US dominates economic insti- 
tutions such as the International Mone- 
tary Fund (IMF), World Bank and 
World Trade Organisation (WTO). 

These institutions are responsible for 
the deaths of thousands of people every 
day. 

Three times as many children die 
every day as a result of Third World 
debt as died in the destruction of the 
World Trade Centre. 

US economic power has created 
huge swathes of poverty, and huge dis- 
parities between rich and poor in areas 
like the Middle East. 

It is such inequality, poverty and in- 
justice which fuel popular revolt and 
hatred of US imperialism. 

So the US dominates international 
coalitions, such as the United Nations 
and NATO, which it uses to try to stamp 
on any states or groups that stand up to 
its interests. 

Sometimes the US militarily inter- 
venes directly to defend its economic 
interests, such as the war it fought for 
oil in the Gulf in 1991. 

At other times it intervenes to ensure 
US political dominance and power, 
such as its war against Serbia in 1999. 

The US government still maintains 
economic sanctions against several 
countries. 

Sanctions against Cuba still exist be- 
cause 40 years ago it dared to nation- 
alise property belonging to US 
multinationals. 

The US imposed sanctions upon 
Iran 20 years ago because it took over 
US firms and threw a huge US spybase 
out of the country. 

And there are sanctions against Iraq 
because Saddam Hussein invaded US- 


by MATTHEW COOKSON 


friendly Kuwait in 1990, threatening the 
profits of US oil companies. 

The US backs Israel as its ““watch- 
dog” or client state in the Middle East to 
ensure the safety of the oil resources in 
the region for its multinationals. 

Despite Israel’s repression of the 
Palestinians, the US government has 
given Israel over $80 billion in aid since 
1974 alone. 

Israeli troops use US-supplied 
weapons to kill Palestinian men, women 
and children protesting against Israel’s 
occupation. 

In 1984, when Israel’s economy was 
on the brink of collapse, US president 
Ronald Reagan gave the Israeli govern- 
ment $1.5 billion in emergency aid and 
$3 billion in non-emergency aid. 

This is one of the very few times in 
the last 20 years that the US Treasury, 
rather than the IMF or World Bank, has 
bailed out an economy. 

US rulers have overthrown elected 
governments to protect the profits of its 
multinationals. 

The CIA organised the overthrow of 
Jacob Arbenz in Guetamala in 1954. His 
government was introducing land 
reform which challenged the power of 
the US corporation United Fruit (today 
Chiquita). 

In 1973 the US ruling class sup- 
ported General Pinochet’s bloody 
coup against the left wing government 
of Salvador Allende in Chile. 

US rulers supported the Shah of 
Iran’s coup in the 1950s, General 
Suharto’s overthrow of the Sukarno 
government in Indonesia in 1965, and 
Joseph Mobuto coming to power in 
Zaire also in that year. 

All of these regimes, and many 
others throughout the world, made sure 
their populations made profits for big 
business. 

There is nothing new about military 
forces keeping the world safe for 
corporations. 

In the 18th and 19th centuries British 
troops and the navy were used to extend 
the British Empire through Africa, Asia 
and the West Indies. 

This ensured that British firms could 
gain access to cheap raw materials, new 
markets and cheap labour. 

The nature of capitalism began to 
change from the end of the 19th century 
because of the economic competition 
between rival firms. 

As smaller companies went bust, 


| SPENT most of my 
Qi": being a high class 
muscleman for big 

business, for Wall Street 
and for the bankers. | was a 
gangster for capitalism. 

| helped make Mexico 
safe for American oil 
interests in 1914. | helped 
make Haiti and Cuba a 
decent place for National 
City Bank boys to collect 
revenues in. 

| helped in the raping of 
half a dozen Central 
American republics for the 
benefits of Wall Street. | 
helped purify Nicaragua for 
the international banking 
house of Brown Brothers in 
1909-12. 

| brought light to the 
Dominican Republic for 
American sugar interests in 
1916. In China, | helped to 
see to it that Standard Oil 
went its way unmolested. 
@US GENERAL SMEDLEY 
BUTLER 


bigger firms took over their markets and 
factories. A small number of firms began 
to dominate each industry. 

The state and the corporations became 
more and more intertwined. The multina- 
tionals depended on the state’s forces to 
protect them from their rivals and angry 
workers. 

In turn the state depended on the 
wealth and employment that the multina- 
tionals provided. 

A number of capitalist powers com- 
peted for new markets and wealth— 
Britain, Germany, the US, Japan, Italy, 
France and Russia. 

That ruthless competition produced 
the horrors of the first and second world 
wars. 

Competition between the US and the 
Soviet Union, the two superpowers after 
the Second World War, brought about 
a number of horrific wars, such as in 
Vietnam and Korea. 

Today we are seeing the drive to anew 
war in Afghanistan that will lead to the 
deaths of thousands of innocent men, 
women and children in one of the most 
devastated countries in the world. 

Over the last 20 months, since the 
protests against the WTO in Seattle, the 
anti-capitalist movement has challenged 
the multinationals and the financial insti- 
tutions at the heart of the system. 

Now the anti-capitalist movement has 
to challenge the military force that lies 
behind them—the bailiff that stands 
behind the loan shark. 


Blood and oil connections 


US PRESIDENT George Bush and the 
people closest to him show the deep 
connection between government and 
big business. 


@GEORGE BUSH—president 

US oil companies backed Bush’s presi- 
dency bid to the tune of $48 million. He 
repaid them by opening up environ- 
mentally protected areas to oil drilling, 
and withdrawing from the Kyoto agree- 
ment which forced corporations to 
reduce their carbon dioxide emissions. 


@DICK CHENEY—vice-president 
Cheney was the defence secretary 


under George Bush Sr at the time of 
the US’s war for oil against Iraq. 

After Bush Sr lost the 1992 election 
Cheney went to work for Halliburton, 
the world’s largest oil services company. 

Halliburton won contracts to clean 
up Kuwait’s oil industry. Cheney is 
also a former member of the board of 
arms giant TRW. 


@PAUL O’NEILL — Treasury 
Secretary 

O’Neill is a former executive at Inter- 
national Paper and former chief exec- 
utive of Alcoa, an aluminium company. 


@BRUCE JACKSON—chairman of 
the Foreign Policy Platform 
Committee 

Jackson is vice-president of corporate 
strategy and development for arms 
multinational Lockheed Martin. 


@GALE NORTON—Interior 
Secretary 

Norton was a lobbyist for the National 
Lead Company. She is now in charge 
of the environment. 


@ELANE CHAO—Labor Secretary 
Chao sits on the boards of Clorox, Dole 
Food and Northwest Airlines. 


Tame 


But these 4 
are failures 


FROM THE channel that brought us the 
sensationalist fly on the wall documen- 
taries Jamaican ER and Lagos Airport 
we now have How Racist is Britain? 

The four-part series has been screened in 
the run-up to Black History Month in October. 

The programmes are Channel 4’s response 
to a summer of racial tensions. 

In the general election the Nazi BNP conned 
an alarmingly high number of people into voting 
for it in the wake of a string of racist attacks on 
Asians in Bradford, Burnley and Oldham. 

Even without the impact of racism at the very 
forefront of political events, so many interest- 
ing things could be said about multiracial Britain. 

It’s a great opportunity to give a voice to or- 
dinary people and an all too rare insight into 
how people from an array of ethnic backgrounds 
live in Britain. 

As there are a varied range of black expe- 
riences, these programmes could have re- 
flected some of these complexities. 

Instead the programme makers fall into 
some of the familiar cliches. The series is a 
mixed bag. 

Angela Griffin, of Coronation Street and Holby 
City, presents Brown Britain. 

She grew up in Chapeltown in Leeds in one 
of the only mixed race families. 

She looks at what it means to be mixed race 
and stumbles upon some interesting and pro- 
gressive conclusions that question the whole 
idea of race. 

Love in Oldham is a fly on the wall documen- 
tary that looks at love across the racial divide. 

It was filmed during the Nazi National Front 
attempts to march in the town and a BNP terror 
campaign earlier this year that led to a spate of 
racial attacks in the area. 

However, the overall series is sensationalist. 


Feel forgotten 


“| know people are going to accuse me of 
stirring up trouble, but the fact is there is a con- 
spiracy of silence here,” says the maker of Black 
on Black, Sorious Samura, an award-winning 
Sierra Leonean journalist. 

“We black people just don’t want to admit 
that we can be prejudiced.” 

Samura is absolutely right on one thing—he 
is just stirring up trouble. 

Samura claims he wants to “tear down the 
wall of silence” on this issue. 

Far from there being “a wall of silence”, 
right wing commentators and newspapers 
regularly highlight it, and a whole series of 
police initiatives blame a culture of “black on 
black violence”. 

Samura simply does not question the agenda 
and motivations of these people, many of whom 
try to hide the suffering and consequences of 
racism suffered by all black people behind black 
on black prejudice. 

I’m Not Racist But... is presented by Blair 
supporter Matthew Taylor, director of the Insti- 
tute of Public Policy Research. 

How good do you expect a programme to 
be that says it wants to “focus on the views of 
the one group that seem to have been ignored 
for decades by policy-makers and the race re- 
lations industry—the white majority”? 

Not surprisingly, Matthew Taylor fails to ask 
why no money is being spent in areas where 
people complain that they feel forgotten. 

Although alarmed by increasing segregation 
in education, where multiracial schools in Brad- 
ford and Leeds had been closed, the pro- 
gramme doesn’t attempt to find out why. 

Sadly, Channel 4’s How Racist is Britain? fails. 

It fails to recognise the desires and aspiration 
of everyone who is a victim of racism. The New 
Labour government ignores people who oppose 
racism and want to see a better world. 

We are the real majority. 


by THERESA BENNETT 


Our world 
sale or de 


Resisting McLabour: how 
do we stop the globalisers 
destroying our world? 
10.30am: Speakers include Tony 
Benn, Penny Kemp (chair of the 
Green Party), Gary Younge 
(Guardian columnist) and John 
Rees (Socialist Alliance). 


Globalisation, imperialism 
and war 

lpm: Bruce Kent (veteran peace 
campaigner), Chris Bambery 
(SWP), Rae Street (CND), 
Martin Hogbin (Campaign 
Against the Arms Trade). 


The future of the 
movement 

Two discussions, at pm and at 
3.15pm, on the way ahead for the 
anti-capitalist movement will bring 
together a range of speakers from 
different countries: 

Vittorio Agnoletto is a leading 
figure in the Genoa Social Forum, 
which organised the mass protests 
in July. He is regularly featured in 
the Italian media—a sign of the 
ongoing impact of the Genoa 
demonstrations. 

Oscar Olivera is an activist from 
Bolivia, where he has helped 


organise mass popular resistance to 


privatisation and neo-liberalism. 
Other speakers include journalist 
George Monbiot, Liz Davies of 


“Ore Vielence 


_ STANDING AGAINST war 


the Socialist Alliance who is a 
: former member of Labour’s 
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‘not for 


: and a postal worker. 
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: national executive committee, 

? Socialist Worker editor Chris 

: Harman and Luca Casarini of the 
: Ya Basta! group in Italy. 


: Refugees: scapegoats of 
: globalisation 


aq: lpm: Jean Lambert (Green MEP), 


Picture: JESS HURD 


MARCHING IN Genoa against 
capitalism 


SF ia et Wo 


: Teresa Hayter (author of Open 
: Borders) and Aamer Anwar 
: (human rights activist). 


: WTO, World Bank, IMF: is 
=, reform possible? 

: Ipm: Speakers include Barry 

: Coates of the World Development 
: Movement. 


: Workers against 

: globalisation 

: 3.15pm: Mark Serwotka (general 

: secretary of the PCS union, personal 
: capacity), Candy Udwin (London 


: Palestine: a struggle for 

: existence 

: 3.15 pm: John Rose (chair of the 
: Campaign for Palestinian Rights), 
: al-Awda (Palestine Return 

: Coalition) and a Palestine 

: Solidarity Campaign speaker. 


: Controlling the message: 
: the media and the 
movement 

: lpm: Paul Foot (campaigning 

: journalist), Express journalist, 

: John Pilger (broadcaster), and an 
: Indymedia activist. 

: EThere is a range of other workshops : 
: and debates, including: “Is the answer : 
: going local?”, “The fight against 
: sweatshops”, “Women and the new : 
: global economy”, “The lessons of the : 
: 1960s”, “How do we get fair trade?”, : 
: “Climate change—how do we stop : 
: catastrophe?”, and more. 


struction 


: A MAJOR conference 


: in London this week- 
: end will bring activists 
: together to discuss 
: how to build the move- 
: ment against capital- 


|; ism and war. 


Anti-capitalist group 


* Globalise Resistance had 
We: called the counter-confer- 


: ence to coincide with the 
; planned demonstrations 
; against the IMF/World 


|: Bank meeting in Wash- 


i ington. 


That meeting has been 


: cancelled. The conference 
: has not, and has been broad- 
: ened to consider the danger- 
: ous slide towards a major war 
: following the destruction of 
: the World Trade Centre. 


A new session led off by 


? well known anti-war cam- 
: paigners such as Bruce Kent 
: will discuss opposition to the 
: war drive. 


Other workshops and de- 


: bates will look at different 
: aspects of it—such as the 
: scapegoating of refugees 
: coming to Britain from 
: Afghanistan and other 
: countries. 


At the same time a range 


i: of participants will debate 
: the wider aspects of opposi- 
: tion to the neo-liberal poli- 
? cies sweeping the world, the 
: economic counterpart of the 


There are also exhibitions, videos : 


: Region UNISON, personal capacity) : and other events. 


Genoa- debating a future 


by KAREN O’TOOLE 


THE MASS anti-capitalist 
protests in Genoa changed 
people. 

It became a beacon for all those 
fighting the system—not just those 
who were there but across the 
world. 

Across 124 countries, from 
Buenos Aires to Stockholm, pro- 
testers assembled in solidarity in 
the days after to protest at the 
horror of the police repression 
which killed Carlo Giuliani. 

The impact of the 300,000-strong 
demonstration is still being felt. 

It has transformed the Italian left 
and inflicted a massive wound to 


the men of the G8 group of richest 
countries, who hid behind 
the miles of fences. 

Tom Behan’s assess- 
ment of Genoa in the latest 
International Socialism 
journal underlines that 
impact, as does an account 
by Russian socialist Boris 
Kagarlitsky. 

They assess the debates 
in the anti-capitalist move- 
ment that emerged in the 
days after Genoa. 

So does an article by Alex Call- 
inicos which is a critical look at the 
main thinker behind the significant 
Italian autonomist movement, An- 
tonio Negri. 

The last time police repression 
was used to tame the powerful 


Italian left was in the 1970s. 
_ The movement was 
split and disarmed for 20 
years, with many activists 
| turning away from mass 
| mobilisation. 
Now a new generation 
| is emerging that does not 


-"| remember defeat, but can 
‘ai learn the lessons from it. 
tafe = —Thearticles in this jour- 
a onal can help everyone to 
do that. 

Other articles look at Italy in the 
1970s, women and globalisation, and 
the murder of the left wing leader of 
the Congo, Patrice Lumumba, in the 

1960s. 

You can get a copy from your So- 
cialist Worker seller or from Inter- 
national Socialism, price £3. Phone 
020 7538 5821. 


militarism of the big powers. 


The anti-capitalist move- 


ment has grown in the 20 
: months since the great Seat- 
: tle protests. 


The 300,000-strong dem- 


: onstration in Genoa took it to 
: new heights. People on every 
: continent identify with the 
: movement. 


It has provided hope 


against the destructive forces 
: of capitalism and the despair 
: they create. 


The more powerful that 


? movement, the more it can 
i: offer a genuine way forward 
: for the hundreds of millions 
: of people across the globe 
: who have been driven to 


desperation. 
There is, unfortunately, 


: room only for 1,500 people 


at the counter-conference 


: venue. So book now and join 


others the following day on 


: the protests outside New 


Labour’s conference in 


: Brighton. 
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Putting the anti-war case 


INDEPENDENT 
WORKING CLASS 
ACTION 


The workers create all the 
wealth under capitalism. A 
new society can only be 
constructed when they 
collectively seize control of 
that wealth and plan its 
production and distribution. 


REVOLUTION NOT 
REFORM 


The present system cannot 
be patched up or reformed 
as the established Labour 
and trade union leaders 
say. It has to be 
overthrown. 


THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY 
NODDY 


The structures of the 
present parliament, army, 
police and judiciary 
cannot be taken over and 
used by the working 
class. 

They grew up under 
capitalism and are 
designed to protect the 
ruling class against the 
workers. 

The working class 
needs an entirely different 
kind of state—a workers’ 
state based upon councils 
of workers’ delegates and 
a workers’ militia. 

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to 
make propaganda against 
the present system. 

Only the mass action of 
the workers themselves 
can destroy the system. 


INTERNATIONALISM 


The struggle for socialism 
is part of a worldwide 
struggle. 

We campaign for 
solidarity with workers in 
other countries. 

We oppose everything 
which turns workers from 
one country against those 
from other countries. 

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
Taalanl(eveclace)amene)aluge) (sean WK 
C10] o) ole) ama at= male) alemeym o)[-\el 4 
people and other 
(o} oo) celsisx-10 Me] C010] os Mae) 
organise their own 
defence. 

We support all genuine 
national liberation 
movements. 

The experience of 
Russia demonstrates that 
a socialist revolution 
cannot survive in isolation 
in one country. In Russia 
the result was state 
capitalism, not socialism. 

In Eastern Europe and 
China a similar system was 
later established by 
Stalinist parties. 

We support the 
struggle of workers in 
these countries against 
both private and state 
capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political 
equality of women. 

We are for an end to all 
forms of discrimination 
against lesbians and gays. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY 
PARTY 


To achieve socialism the 
most militant sections of 
the working class have to 
be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist 
party. Such a party can 
only be built by activity in 
the mass organisations of 
the working class. 

We have to prove in 
practice to other 
workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist 
ideas are opposed to 
their own interests. 

We have to build a 
rank and file movement 
within the unions. 

We urge all those who 
agree with our policies to 


join with us in the 
struggle to build the 
revolutionary party. 


SOCIALIST Worker sup- 
porters report a big in- 
crease in sales as large 
numbers of people look 
for arguments against 
Bush’s war drive. 

Last Saturday saw large 
street sales—85 in Brixton 
in south London, 232 in 
Birmingham, 307 in Man- 
chester, 28 in Guildford, 50 
in Hove, and many others. 

They helped to create a 
visible opposition to the war 
as local anti-war coalitions 
started to take shape. 

And the sales of Social- 
ist Worker in workplaces, 
schools and colleges have 
both increased, and have 
been important to winning 
an anti-war atmosphere. 

This week’s issue reports 


on much of the anti-war ac- 
tivity that has already taken 
place. 

We want to continue that 
coverage, and are asking 
every reader to send in re- 
ports of what is happening 
in their area, and letters 
about particular arguments 
or discussions they have 
come across. 

Supporters are report- 
ing that receiving the paper 
for use from Wednesday 
onwards is crucial to in- 
creasing sales. 


Joining the SWP 


SOME 259 people joined 
the Socialist Workers Party 
last week. 

The threat of yet another 
war and of global recession 


is leading growing numbers 
of people to oppose the 
capitalist system which is 
at the root of both. 

Among those joining are 
students starting college. 
They include 16 people at 
Newcastle University, 23 at 
the University of East 
London, 31 at Sheffield 
Hallam, 40 at the University 
of Central England, 15 at 
Nottingham University and 
34 at the University of Kent. 

School and FE students 
are also joining and form- 
ing groups where they 
study which can build wider 
coalitions against the war 
and back mobilisations 
such as the anti-Nazi festi- 
val in Oldham in three 
weeks time. 
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Get in touch with 
socialists near you 


THE Socialist Workers 
Party organises activity 
and meets in all parts of 
England and Wales. 

To get in touch with 
socialists in your area 
phone the numbers 
below. 

If your area is not 
listed then phone the 
SWP national office on 
020 7538 5821. 

The office will be able 
to put you in touch with 
local SWP members, 
and let you know about 
local events and 
activities. 


Barnsley 

@ 07949 089 589 
Birmingham 

@ 07949 028 362 


Black Country 
@ 07866 220 305 


Bradford 
@ 07966 416 007 


Brighton 
@ 07930 959 839 


Bristol 
= 07949 157 077 


Cambridge 
@ 07950 142 464 


Cardiff 
= 07788 770 741 


Central London 
®& 07904 268 178 


Chesterfield 

®@ 07949 089 589 
Coventry 

® 07712 047 873 
Devon and Cornwall 
®@ 07803 620 390 
East Anglia 

®@ 07946 269 024 
East London 

®@ 07968 802 954 
Hackney 

@ 07968 075 897 
Home Counties 
®@ 07876 452 185 
Kent 

®@ 07761 279 983 
Lancashire 

®@ 07870 610 509 
Leeds and West 
Yorkshire 

® 07719 079 728 
Manchester 

®@ 07946 413 763 
Merseyside 

® 07786 063 876 
North London 

® 07977 057 902 


GET IN touch with the 
Party to get involved i 
meetings in Scotland. 


or go to www.scottish 


Norwich 

®@ 07960 693 548 
Nottingham 

®@ 07759 020 044 
Portsmouth 

= 07801 290 411 
Sheffield 

@ 07949 089 589 
South East London 
®@ 07951 737 003 
South London 
®@ 07939 017 973 
Southampton 

®@ 07811 210 036 
Swansea 

®@ 07773 707 958 
Thames Valley 
®@ 07929 618 579 
Tyneside 

®@ 07752 669 538 
Waltham Forest 
®@ 07796 697 271 
West London 

®@ 07946 349 002 
York 

®@ 07956 237 270 


Scottish Socialist 

n activity and 

Phone 0141 221 7714 
socialistparty.org 


For details of Socialist Worker 
Platform meetings (part of the SSP) 


phone 07932 857 700. 


MARXISM AND 
BLACK LIBERATION 


All meetings are at 
8pm, University of 
Mo} atofovam Olaikovay 
Malet Street, 
London WC1 
(Goodge Street ©) 
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TUESDAY 2 OCTOBER 
HAS RACISM ALWAYS 
EXISTED? 

Speaker: WEYMAN 
BENNETT 

TUESDAY 9 OCTOBER 
MALCOLM X 


Speaker: KEVIN 
OVENDEN 


TUESDAY 16 OCTOBER 
THE BLACK PANTHERS 
Speaker: THERESA 


BENNETT 

TUESDAY 23 OCTOBER 
HOW CAN WE ACHIEVE 
BLACK LIBERATION? 
Speaker: HASSAN 
MAHAMDALLIE 


Sunday 30 
September 


ANTI- 
PRIVATISATION 
LOBBY AND DEMO 
AT LABOUR PARTY 
CONFERENCE 
Assemble 12 noon, 
The Level, Brighton. 
United march at 2pm 
to conference centre. 


Tuesday 2 October 


MORE BEDS NOT 
LESS 

NHS Concern rally, 
6pm, Council Steps, 
Victoria Square, 
Birmingham. 


Thursday 4 
October 


PALESTINIAN 
INTIFADA—A YEAR 
OF RESISTANCE 
Public meeting, 
7.30pm, Friends 
Meeting House, 
opposite Euston 
station, London. 
Speakers include 
Tariq Ali, Paul Foot 
and Omar Ben 
Khadra. 


Wednesday 10 
October 


ANTI NAZI LEAGUE 
BENEFIT 

7.30pm till late, Bug 
Bar, The Crypt, St 
Matthew’s Church, 
Brixton, London. 
Admission £10/£5 
concessions. 
Featuring Charged 
and DJ Aki from 
Fun-da-menital. 


DEMONSTRATE AT NEW 
LABOUR’S CONFERENCE 
see Sunday 30 September 


STOP THE WAR 


see Saturday 13 October 
RESPECT FESTIVAL 


AGAIN 


ST THE NAZIS 


see Saturday 20 October 


Saturday 13 
October 


MARCH FOR PEACE 
AND JUSTICE 
Assemble 12 noon, 
Hyde Park, London. 
March to Trafalgar 
Square. 

Called by CND. 


Tuesday 16 October 


LOBBY SAMAR AND 
JAWAD’S APPEAL 
10.30am, Royal 
Courts of Justice, 
The Strand, London. 


WORLD ANTI- 
MCDONALD’S DAY. 
Phone 020 7713 1269 
for details. 


Saturday 20 October 


RESPECT FESTIVAL 
Werneth Park, 
Oldham. 

Called by North West 
Region TUC and 
Oldham United 
Against Racism. 


Monday 22 October 


BIG BLOCKADE 
Faslane nuclear 
base, 7am. 

Called by Trident 
Ploughshares and 
Scottish CND. 


Saturday 3 
November 


TRADE JUSTICE 
CARNIVAL 
Assemble 12.30pm, 
Geraldine Mary 
Harmsworth Park, 
London SE1. 


UNITY CONFERENCE 
AGAINST RACISM 
AND FASCISM 
Sandwell, West 
Midlands. 

Phone 07960 553 349 
for more details. 
Sponsored by 
Dudley Group of 
Hospitals UNISON 
and many others. 


Thursday 8 
November 


PROTEST MEETING 
IN LONDON OVER 
WTO MEETING AND 
OTHER ACTIVITIES 
Details from 
Globalise Resistance. 


Saturday 10 
November 


NATIONAL CIVIL 
RIGHTS MOVEMENT 
ANNUAL GENERAL 
MEETING 

The International 
Festival for Peace, 
Justice and Human 
Rights, University of 
London Union, Malet 
Street, London WC1. 
Phone 020 8574 0818 
or 020 8843 2333. 


Thursday 13 and 
Friday 14 December 


PROTEST AT THE 
EU SUMMIT 


Brussels, Belgium. 


Please send in 
details of events 
io) am ofey-t-3] 0) [-) 


inclusion in the 

Col F-TaYAw-Vololg-\-t-mr- Lalo] 
e-mail details on 
page 6 


Campaigns directory 


Anti Nazi League 

@ 020 7924 0333 
www.anl.org.uk 
Bookmarks bookshop 
@ 020 7637 1848 
www.bookmarks.uk.com 
Campaign for Nuclear 
Disarmament 

@ 020 7700 2393 
www.cnduk.org 
Campaign for 
Palestinian Rights 
www.palestinian- 
rights.com 


Committee to Defend 
Asylum Seekers 
www.defend-asylum.org 


Drop the Debt 
@ 020 7922 1111 
www.dropthedebt.org 


Defend Council 
Housing 

®@ 020 7275 9994 
www.defendcouncil 
housing.org.uk 


Globalise Resistance 
®@ 020 8980 3005 


www.resist.org.uk 


Socialist Alliance 
® 020 7791 3138 
www.socialistalliance.net 


Welsh Socialist 
Alliance 

® 07752 830 405 
www.welshsocialist 
alliance.org.uk 


World Development 
Movement 

@ 020 7737 6215 
www.wdm.org.uk 


To join the Socialist Workers Party, fill in this form and send it to 
PO Box 82, London E3 3LH 


Fax 020 7538 0140 


E-mail letters@socialistworker.co.uk 


or send to 


THE EVENTS in America last 
week gave my elderly parents 
particular cause for anxiety. 

This is not because they 
fear the forces of world ter- 
rorism, but because Bush an- 
nounced that he would “dip 
into” the social security fund 
to pay for his 21st century 
crusade. 

They paid thousands of 
dollars into that fund for a 
decent standard of living 
when they retired. They fear 
that their pension will now go 
to pay for Bush’s war. 

They’ re not alone. Within 
hours of the attack assorted 
right wing lunatics in Con- 
gress were calling for funds 
to be diverted from health 
and education to beef up 
America’s war machine. 


HUMAN 


JUST A 


ALL MY life I have consid- 
ered myself working class 
and have been proud to do so. 
Recently, however, with the 
events over asylum seekers 
and terrorism abroad, I more 
and more class myself as 
simply human. 

I do not want the pigeon- 
hole of being “working class”, 
because it suggests that I am 
part of a group or club. 

There are so many prob- 
lems in the world at the 


Who will pay 
for this war ? 


Now we are being asked 
to donate money to the vic- 
tims and their families. 
Human decency and compas- 
sion will mean that through- 
out the world people will 
donate money to citizens of 
the world’s richest country. 

There has been no such 
compassion from Bush and 
Co—their first thought was 
for Wall Street. After a mas- 
sive tax cut to the rich this 
year, capital gains tax was cut 
in the wake of this tragedy to 
reassure the markets. 

We are facing war and re- 
cession coming hand in hand, 
and it is clear that the rich 
expect us to bear the burden 
of both. 


JOHN KENNEDY, 
South London 


, NOT 
CLASS 


moment, and most of them 
seem to have come from 
either ethnic or religious 
backgrounds. 

So why be socialist? Why 
be anything? The only thing 
that we all have in common is 
our humanity, so when some- 
one asks you about asylum 
seekers or a minority just say, 
“T have as much in common 


with them as I have with you.” 


_JANDY SIMPSON, 
Newcastle upon Tyne 


Zionism does 
divide people 


A LETTER in Socialist Worker last week sought to argue 

that being a Zionist does not mean that you are a racist. 
I am sure the writer was sincere and not a racist. He 

or she wrote that Israel should be a state where Jews can 


live, and that “it doesn’t matter who else lives there’. 
This is an interesting vision, but it certainly isn’t what 


Zionism or Israel is about. 


The Israeli state cares very much “who lives there” — 
it excludes hundreds of thousands of Palestinians from 
having the right to return to the land of their birth or where 
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their parents and grandpar- 
ents came from. 

Zionism draws a line 
between Jews and non- 
Jews. It says that the two 
will never be at ease in 
the same land. 

This unalterable belief 
is a recipe for conflict, 
however it is phrased. 

I am a Jew who fears 
terribly for the future. I 
know that Israel and Zion- 
ism have placed Jews ina 
situation of unending 
enmity against others. 

I want a peaceful fu- 
ture for all the peoples of 
the world, not a divided 
humanity. 


LIMIKE LEVY, 
Birmingham 
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OVER 4,000 said no to Bush 


i = 
and Blair’s war in 
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Readers are now 
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London last Saturday (report on page 4) 


We have had 
enough death 


| WORK at a school 
in north west Eng- 
land. | was very 
shocked by the 
deaths at the World 
Trade Centre and | 
still feel horrified 
whenever | see the 
pictures on the 
television. 

But I am also very 
determined that this 
horror should not lead 
to others, such as the 
further destruction of 
Afghanistan. 

When I went to work 
last week I started a very 
gentle discussion about the 
need for peace in the world, 
not violence, and also for us 
to be able to debate issues 
in a calm way. 

In our staffroom, and 
with some of the students, 
we have been able to talk 
about Islam, the role of the 
US in the Middle East and 


the real aim of the Western- 
led coalition. 

I was an activist in Ju- 
bilee 2000 and am still in- 
volved in the Drop the Debt 
movement. 

I have found that as the 
shock recedes people are 
more and more open to talk- 
ing about why the world 
system we live under is so 
truly inhuman and has pro- 
voked inhuman acts in 
return. 

One colleague said to 
me, “I have finally under- 
stood that all these issues 
are our issues now. I’m not 
sure I agree with your solu- 
tion, but I know we have to 
start talking about a way 
forward.” 

All of us who hate war 
should take heart from the 
fact that there was no uni- 
versal violent reaction last 
week, and that a big minor- 
ity want to respond peace- 
fully and for justice. 


HAROLD McLEAN 


Arguments do fit 


| READ your paper for 
the first time last week 
and this week. 

| must say | did so 
with some doubts. | 
know that Bush and 
Blair are wrong, but | 
don’t want to support 
the methods used by 
those who flew into the 
World Trade Centre 
either. 

| want to put forward 
this argument to my 
mates at work—I work 
in a council manual 
depot. 

| was pleasantly sur- 


prised by what | read, 
and more importantly | 
found that the argu- 
ments made sense to 
the people around me. 

There are a few who 
want to just bomb and 
bomb and kill and kill in 
revenge for what hap- 
pened at the World Trade 
Centre. Most people are 
much more doubtful 
about it all. 

Please keep giving 
the arguments we all 
need. 


JOHN KILEY, 
Cheshire 


Real debates 


I WAS working at Mile 
End tube station in east 
London as the full horror 
of the attacks in the US 
began to unfold. 

There was great sym- 
pathy for the victims, but it 
is also true that staff and 
some members of the 
public were immediately 
thrown into debates that 
continue as I write. 

On several occasions 
during the last fortnight I 
heard the sentence, ‘““What 
happened was just a 
matter of time.” 

The Socialist Worker 
headline “Bitter Fruit Of 
US Policy” the following 
day hit the nail on the head. 

I sold 18 copies to 
fellow workers who would 
say, “‘That’s what I said,” 


or, ““Remember what the 
US and its allies have done 
in Palestine.” 

On the prospect of re- 
venge war, one worker told 
me, “They want to kill 
their Frankenstein’s mon- 
ster but are only giving it 
the ability to breed.” 

Bush and Blair talk of 
democracy, yet their key 
mnilitary ally is a dictator 
who took power in a coup 
in 1999 in Pakistan, Gen- 
eral Musharraf. 

They talk of defending 
the civilised world against 
evil, yet uphold a system 
that doesn’t give a damn 
for the 19,000 children 
who die each day because 
of debt. 

_JUNJUM MIRZA, 
East London 


YOUR ARTICLE “Scaf- 
folding For A New Move- 
ment” (Socialist Worker, 15 
September) which calls for 
a drive to increase the sales 
of the paper should, I hope, 
find many supporters. 

In the 1940s and 50s 
some in my generation 
thought the Daily Worker 
was such a guide. 

Events have taught us 
differently. 

There is one thing I have 
found over the years. 

We often have to fight a 
political battle for every 
reader. 

I have just arranged for 
a friend to call for a dis- 
cussion on the attacks in 
the US and what Socialist 
Worker had to say about 
them. 

Having two copies sent 
by post gives me an oppor- 
tunity to carry a “spare” if I 
meet anyone. 

If we all took an extra 
copy it would immediately 
raise the circulation and en- 
courage us to work for an- 
other solid reader. 

Iam recovering from an 
operation and have certain 
limitations, but I also have 
asense of political responsi- 
bility for the future. 
_IDAVID DAVIS, 
Beckenham, Kent 


THE CUBAN Revolution “is 
an important defeat for Amer- 
ican imperialism, both in 
Cuba itself and in the effect it 
will have throughout Latin 
America”. 

That was the editorial in 
International Socialism in 
1960, and it has remained the 
SWP’s position. 

I vividly remember joining 
a demonstration with members 
of the International Socialists 
(forerunners of the SWP) in 
1962 to oppose US president 
Kennedy’s attempt to use nu- 
clear blackmail to keep Cuba 
as part of his territory. 

Andy Higginbottom (Let- 
ters, Socialist Worker 22 Sep- 
tember) says the SWP should 
rethink its “sectarian” posi- 
tion on Cuba. 


Defend 


We are not sectarians. We 
will unite with anyone on the 
left to defend Cuba against 
Bush and friends. 

But to pretend that Cuba, 
with no workers’ councils or 
any other form of workers’ 
democracy, is socialist is 
quite another matter. 

Che Guevara was a coura- 
geous anti-imperialist. 

But to imitate his methods 
would lead to disaster. He did 
not ignore the working class, 
but he made no attempt to 
help it organise. 

IAN BIRCHALL, 
North London 


postal 


IF BUSH and Blair are al- 
lowed to get away with the 
pretence that they are 
forming a “front against 
terrorism” | believe we will 
be allowing a very danger- 
ous precedent to be set. 

In the future any gov- 
ernment can announce that 
itis fighting “a war against 
terrorism” and it will have 
free rein to repress any mi- 
nority it wants. 

Russia will be 100 per- 
cent sure of international 


government support for its 
crimes against the Chech- 
ens. The Sri Lankan gov- 
ernment will have complete 
freedom to do what it wants 
about the Tamils. 
| shudder to think what 
the Turkish state may do to 
the Kurds. 
ERICA COTTON, 
West London 


FOR A brief period (when 
NATO was bombing Yu- 
goslavia) Kosovan refugees 
were welcomed to Britain. 
Very soon, of course, normal 
business was restored and 
they were all sent back to 
their devastated land. 

It won't be the same again 
this time. This time they are 
not even bothering to pretend 
that Afghan refugees have a 


case. 

| well remember the vile 
propaganda in most of the 
press towards people fleeing 
Afghanistan when an airliner 
arrived in Britain last year and 
most of its passengers claimed 
asylum. 

Now those same papers 
have stories of how horrible 
Afghanistan is. 

SANDRA CRICHTON, 
Glasgow 


HTHANK GOD for Socialist 
Worker after reading all the 
vile crap and bile in the rags 
over the last few days. So- 
cialist Worker is the only 
newspaper that has cor- 
rectly reported and analysed 
the events in the US over the 
last week. God bless you all. 
STUART WRIGHT 
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Defend council housing 


Protesters way to 
wallpaper a house 


THE STAND Up For 
Council Housing cam- 
paign got under way 
with meetings, protests 
and activities in many 
areas last Saturday. 

The campaign is taking 
place as the government 
and many councils are 
pressing ahead with plans 
to privatise council homes. 

Tenants’ groups, the 
Defend Council Housing 
campaign, and trade 
unions including UNI- 
SON, UCATT and the 
GMB are backing a Stand 
Up For Council Housing 
manifesto. 

It opposes privatisation 
and calls for public invest- 
ment in council homes. 

Birmingham is facing 
one of the biggest battles, 
with the Labour council 
planning a tenants’ ballot 
in an effort to push 
through the privatisation 
of tens of thousands of 
homes. 

On Saturday campaign- 
ers delivered some 20,000 
anti-privatisation leaflets 
to homes across the city, 
toured in a battlebus, and 


NEW LABOUR last 
week confirmed it is 
trying to blackmail 
council tenants. 

The Scottish Ex- 
ecutive said that the 
Westminster govern- 
ment will write off 
councils’ massive 
housing debts—but 
only if tenants vote 
for their homes to be 
transferred out of 
council control. 

The announce- 
ment in Scotland 
was aimed at influ- 
encing the ballot 
planned in Novem- 
ber across Glasgow 
on privatisation. 


held a 100-strong town 
centre meeting. 

In Bradford on Satur- 
day campaigners distrib- 
uted leaflets against the 
council’s privatisation 
plans. In nearby Keighley 
campaigners also ran a 
stall on Saturday. 

Stalls were set up 
in Huddersfield and 
Dewsbury leafleting ag- 
ainst Kirklees council’s 


UNISON housing seminar 


AROUND 150 UNISON 
union delegates from all 
over Britain gathered in 
Glasgow for a one-day sem- 
inar on housing last week. 

Union officials under- 
lined UNISON’s opposition 
to housing stock transfers to 
the private sector. 

Jane Carolan from the 


national executive announced 
that UNISON members in 
Glasgow would be balloted 
for industrial action. 

This is in response to the 
council’s plan to force hous- 
ing workers to do compul- 
sory overtime to push out 
pro sell off propaganda. 
MARION DOHERTY 


Medical secretaries 


HEALTH BOSSES in Glasgow 
have upped the stakes in the 
long-running fight by medical 
secretaries to win decent pay. 

All 300 of the secretaries 
are due to strike for a week 
from Monday. 

Sixty medical secretaries in 
the surgical division are already 
striking for three days every 
week. 

Last week management at 
the North Glasgow Universi- 


Justice for 
Restaurant 
Workers 
presents 


a film by 
Ken Loach 


BREAD 
AND 
Oh) SS 


Sunday 7 October, 
11am, Metro Cinema, 
11 Rupert Street, 
London W1 

Tickets £4/ £2.50 


ties Hospital Trust threatened 
reprisals against striking 
workers. 

The strikers’ UNISON union 
rightly warned that any such 
action would lead to escalation. 
Send donations and mes- 
Sages of support to Kathy 
McLean, UNISON North Glas- 
gow Hospitals Branch, Cuth- 
bertson Building, Royal 
Infirmary, Castle Street, Glas- 
gow G4 OSF. 


privatisation scheme. 

On north Manchester’s 
Langley estate campaign- 
ers wallpapered anti- 
privatisation material over 
the outside of a show 
house. 

Liverpool also saw cam- 
paigners out in a battlebus, 
while on Camden’s Maiden 
Vale estate leaflets were de- 
livered door to door. 

Areas across London 
saw anti-privatisation 
stalls on Saturday, from 
Southwark to Tower 
Hamlets. 

In Southall campaigners 
toured local estates with a 
loudspeaker car, with 
speakers in Punjabi and 
Somali as well as English. 

In north London’s Is- 
lington a fun day was held 
on the Ringmer estate to 
oppose a privatisation plan. 

Leeds tenants and trade 
unionists began leafleting 
the Little London estate to 
oppose a privatisation plan. 

In Walsall tenants and 
trade unionists ran a lively 
stall on Saturday, and a 
city-wide ballot on a pri- 
vatisation plan got under 
way on Monday. 

Nottingham and Caer- 
philly also saw campaign- 
ers on the streets. 

i For copies of the mani- 
festo and leaflets, or more 
information, phone Defend 
Council Housing on 020 


7275 9994 or go to www.de 
fendcouncilhousing.org.uk 


LONDON Underground 
could come to a halt on 
Friday 12 October and the 
following Friday. 

Results were due this 
week in ballots by both RMT 
and ASLEF union members 
in a dispute over pay. 

Both unions have rejected 
an offer of 4 percent. 

Strikes involving all staff 
are expected to start in mid- 
October. 

In a separate dispute dri- 
vers on most lines have voted 


Media workers against war 


MORE THAN 70 media 
workers packed a meet- 
ing in central London on 
Monday and adopted this 
statement: 


°WE OPPOSE the cur- 
rent war drive and the 
plans for a US-led mili- 
tary assault on Afghani- 
stan and possibly other 
countries. 

We are utterly op- 
posed to all acts of terror 
against civilian popula- 
tions, whether committed 
by governments or groups 
of individuals. 

We believe that in the 
current crisis it is more 
important than ever to 
protect and promote 


pluralism in debate, the 
free flow of information, 
and the public scrutiny of 
official pronouncements. 
We therefore resolve 
to join together as Media 
Workers Against the War 
in order to: 
(1) Participate in the 
broad movement now 
emerging against the war. 
(2) Collate and dissemi- 
nate facts and arguments 
pertinent to the war. 
(3) Promote anti-war 
viewpoints through the 
media, and expose and 
resist attempts at censor- 
ship and disinformation. 
(4) Oppose coverage that 
in any way licenses or 
gives succour to racism.°® 


FR ARS: 


REAL HOMES! 
FOR 
REAL PEOPLE 


E 
sPEcgLATORS A gs 
DRIVING ues OUT OF E 


PUBLIC SECTOR workers demonstrated 


outside plush Thames apartments last week to 
draw attention to the shortage of affordable 
housing in London. Firefighters, nurses, 
teachers, postal workers, paramedics and 
train drivers were all represented outside the 
apartments—which start at £350,000 each 


London Underground 


to take action in a dispute over 
having to begin and end duties 
in outlying stations. 

From Wednesday drivers 
will be refusing to start or 
finish work away from their 
home depots. 

Two strike days have al- 
ready been named for Friday 
12 and 19 October. 

The unions plan to call 
action on these days in the 
event of any victimisation 
by management of members 
involved in the dispute. 


OVER 400 angry UNISON 
members met last week to 
plan a campaign against pri- 
vatisation proposals in Not- 
tinghamshire county council. 

The chief executive, who 
is about to take up the post of 
director general for schools 
in England, is pushing for 
over 600 jobs to be handed 
to a private company. 

Workers started the cam- 
paign with a lively 300- 
strong lobby of the majority 
Labour group. 


SOME 80 teachers and 


Royal London Hospital 


Picture: PAUL MATTSSON 


@elerellis 


A NEW crisis is gathering in 
Hackney council in east 
London. 

Stephen Byers, the Secre- 
tary of State for Local Gov- 
ernment, has given the 
Labour-run council a deadline 
to ram through even harsher 
measures than it originally 
planned. 

The initial proposals mean 
the end for dozens of key vol- 
untary sector groups, and the 
sell-off of dozens of play- 
grounds, green spaces and 
community buildings. 

It is terrifying to think 
what will come next. 

Five government depart- 
ments last week issued direc- 
tions to change the way the 
council is run. The council 
was given 14 days to reply. 

This is the first time min- 
isters have used powers in the 
1999 Local Government Act 
to issue such directions. It is a 
complete trampling on local 
democracy. 

Byers said, “It will take 
tough decisions and it will be 
painful.” 

If the councillors had any 
principles they would resign 
and focus attention on what 
Byers is doing. 

They won’t, but there are 
signs of a fightback. 

Council workers have 
voted clearly for action over 
the sacking of shop steward 
Noah Tucker. Union leaders 
need to use this vote to re- 
build workers’ confidence. 

The best strategy would 
be to call a one-day strike, if 
possible on the day of Noah’s 


appeal against his sacking, to 
campaign for united support 
and then to build for further 
action. 

Regional and national 
union leaders have a respon- 
sibility to come to Hackney 
and build the campaign. 


(|AROUND 300 people at- 
tended an anti-privatisation 
rally organised by the Hack- 
ney Fightback campaign on 
Tuesday of last week. 

Geoff Martin, the London 
regional convenor of the 
UNISON public services 
union, pledged the backing 
of the union for the fight in 
Hackney. 

The highlight of the meet- 
ing was a speech from former 
MP Tony Benn, who called 
for an end to privatisation 
and spoke out against US 
plans to bomb Afghanistan. 

“They cut the TUC con- 
ference short because of the 
destruction of the World 
Trade Centre,’ said Benn. 

“War was used as an 
excuse to see that privatisa- 
tion was not opposed. 
There’s always money for 
war, but not for things 
people need.” 

Camden nurse Liz Rees 
also got a great reception 
when she spoke about con- 
necting the fight against pri- 
vatisation with the fight 
against war. 

Sacked union negotiator 
Noah Tucker said, ‘““We have 
to unite everyone in the bor- 
ough against cuts, privatisa- 
tion and so called efficiency.” 


BOOKMARKS 


the socialist bookshop 


EVENTS FOR BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
THURSDAY 4 OCTOBER: Yasmin Alibhai-Brown 


TUESDAY 9 OCTOBER: Paul Robeson Jr 


WEDNESDAY 24 OCTOBER: Gary Younge 
@To reserve your free place phone Bookmarks on 


020 7637 1848 


local government workers 
demonstrated outside the 
meeting of North Somerset 
council on Tuesday last week. 


Around 40 people attended 
a public meeting against pri- 
vatisation in Walthamstow, 
east London, last week. 
Among the speakers were 
local Labour MP Neil Gerrard 
and Claire Joy of the World 
Development Movement. 


SOME 65 people attended a 
meeting last week in north 
Bristol called to oppose PFI 
schemes in local hospitals. 


Picture: PAUL MATTSSON 


The meeting resolved to 
form a campaign to publicise 
the effects of PFl, and demand 
that both hospitals should 
remain open and refurbished. 


THE UNITED Left in 
UNISON founding confer- 
ence will be on Saturday 13 
October, 11am-4pm, Man- 
chester University, Oxford 
Road, Manchester. 

For details and registra- 
tion or creche booking con- 
tact United Left, c/o Fred 
Leplat, 11 Temple Fortune 
Lane, London NW11 7UB. 


SOME 200 people joined a 
protest against threatened 
PFI privatisation at east Lon- 
don’s giant Royal London 
Hospital on Wednesday of 
last week. 

UNISON general secre- 
tary Dave Prentis addressed 
the rally against the pro- 
posed PFI scheme to rede- 
velop the hospital. 

The plan is the biggest 
NHS PFI scheme in the 
country. 

Local UNISON branch 
secretary Phil Billows spoke 
of workers’ fears of being 
transferred to private com- 
panies under PFI. 

Protesters went to the 
trust’s annual general meet- 
ing to make their feelings 
known. 
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Postal workers 


ALLREPO RTS MUST BE IN BY 12 NOON MONDAY 


‘We won't let management 
stifle debate 


Exeter 


by AN EXETER 
POSTAL WORKER 


UNOFFICIAL action 
has got results for 
postal workers in 
Exeter. 

The workers have 
agreed to accept an 
offer from manage- 
ment which ends 
their recent dispute. 

The agreement 
conceded the bulk 
of two union de- 
mands around pay 
and conditions. 

The recent one- 
day unofficial stop- 
page has achieved: 
@A settlement of the 
immediate demands. 
@A recognition by 
the employer that 
local reps have a le- 
gitimate right to have 
members’ terms and 
conditions taken into 
account. 

@A recognition by 
the employer that 
these decisions must 
be negotiated and 
agreed by the CWU. 

This shows that 
unofficial action is 
effective. 

We have also 
learnt that postal 
workers get support 
from their fellow 
workers when they 
take strike action. 

It was noticeable 
that the employer 
became much more 
conducive to a nego- 
tiated settlement 
once it became clear 
to them that other of- 
fices blacked our 
mail and were prep- 
aring for solidarity 
action. 

Other offices in 
our area will take 
confidence from the 
action in Exeter. 
There are already 
strike ballots in 
process in Newton 
Abbot and Honiton. 


Lecturers 


POSTAL WORKERS in north London walked out 
unofficially last week in defence of union rep 
Mark Dolan and the right to free speech at work. 

Mark, who works at the giant NDO office in Isling- 
ton, was involved in a discussion with fellow workers 
over the suicide attack on the World Trade Centre. 


A worker who was not di- 
rectly involved in the debate 
heard what was said and 
complained to management. 

Mark had said the deaths 
were horrific, but added that 
Socialist Worker was right to 
point out the role of US 
policy in creating the condi- 
tions where such attacks 
happened. 

Mark subsequently dis- 
covered that the worker who 
made the complaint had 
known someone who died in 
the attack. Mark said he 
would not talk about the issue 
in the man’s hearing, and 
went to shake hands with 
him. 

This led to a further 
complaint of harassment, 
and bosses suspended Mark 
from his job. 

Nearly 300 workers in the 
N1 delivery section and the 
Barnby Street office in NW1 
walked out in protest. 

Workers said they were 
not prepared to have manage- 
ment decide what could and 
could not be discussed by 
workers. 

“We have different views 
about what has happened in 


*Nearly 300 
postal workers 
walked out in 
London in 
protest at the 
attack on Mark? 


America, but we’ll discuss it 
as workers, not have man- 
agement impose limita- 
tions,” a striker told Socialist 
Worker. 

The walkout shook the 
management. 

Bosses agreed that Mark 
would be reinstated to a job at 
NDO in a different section— 
a departure from what nor- 
mally happens in such cases. 

An investigation into the 
case was continuing as So- 
cialist Worker went to press. 

Mark is one of the best 
known union activists in 
London. 

If any attempt is made to 
sack him there must be 
immediate walkouts. 


Elephant and Castle 


POST OFFICE bosses have 
announced the closure of 
Elephant and Castle post 
office in south London. The 
closure will take effect on 10 
November. 

CWU union counter sec- 
retary Phillip Craig says, 
“This proposed closure is an 


absolute disgrace. 

“The Post Office’s failure 
to even attempt to find an al- 
ternative site will mean that 
many of the most vulnerable 
members of the community 
will now face long and diffi- 
cult journeys to alternative 
offices.” 


Anti-capitalism protest 


THE ANTI-capitalist movement hit Newcastle last Sat- 
urday, with a 100-strong anti-sweatshop protest outside 
a sports shop in the city centre. 

The day began with a Globalise Resistance stall on 
the green (an area where young people hang out in the 


centre of Newcastle). 


An anti-sweatshop petition attracted loads of attention 
and some great discussions were had. 


Vote scandal 


UNION LEADERS are ig- 
noring a strike vote by fur- 
ther education lecturers. 

Instead leaders of the 
NATFHE union are order- 
ing a new ballot and recom- 
mending that workers accept 
the same employers’ offer 
they have just voted against! 

Lecturers delivered a 
two to one ballot majority in 
favour of rejecting a pay 
offer of just an extra 0.3 per- 
cent from next April. 

This should have trig- 
gered a two-day strike dur- 
ing Labour’s conference. 

But the further education 
committee of the NATFHE 
executive disgracefully de- 
cided to suspend the strike 
and reballot the membership. 

Worse still, union leaders 
are recommending accep- 
tance of the employers’ offer. 

Their justification for 


this move was the relatively 
low turnout of 38.5 percent. 
Yet the ballot took place 
during enrolment and in- 
duction, the busiest time of 
the year, and many lectur- 
ers simply didn’t get round 
to voting in time. 

There has been no signif- 
icant improvement in the em- 
ployers’ offer. 

The leadership’s move is a 
capitulation to the employers 
and those in the trade union 
bureaucracy and the Labour 
Party who have been pres- 
suring NATFHE not to strike 
during Labour’s conference. 

NATFHE activists must 
fight hard now to make sure 
the union leaders’ cynical 
manoeuvres are defeated. 

Send motions and mes- 
sages to the general secretary, 
Paul Mackney, and cam- 
paign to reject the offer. 


Aaron and Jordan, two 
young kids who came over to 
sign the petition, were so en- 
thused they rushed off with a 
pile of leaflets and petition 
sheets. 

They came back ten min- 
utes later with 60 signatures 
and tales of how they were 
first thrown out of a de- 
partment store, and then 
asked to leave the shopping 
centre altogether! 

When asked why they 
were coming to the protest, 
Aaron said, “It’s so wrong to 
use Third World people to 
make shoes and jackets for 
Nike, which they sell for £50 
or more.” 

We then assembled to 
march to the sports shop 
behind an anti-sweatshop 
banner. 

This action attracted an 
enormous amount of atten- 
tion and support for the 
protest from passers-by. 

People linked arms across 
the front of the shop whilst 
chanting, “Adidas, Nike, 
Gap—we don’t want your 
corporate crap”. 

HELEN TOWERS 


Anti-Nazi protest 


nT 
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BALLOT STARTS 


SCOTTISH POWER work- 
ers have started a ballot on 
strikes against attempts to cut 
jobs and worsen conditions. 

The 1,700 workers in- 
volved, who work both in 
Scotland and in Scottish 
Power’s subsidiary in 
Merseyside and North 
Wales, are fighting plans to 
force a section of workers 


WALTON: “I have never 
committed a crime in my life, 
but I have paid the price of a 
murderer, just for fleeing from 
persecution in my homeland.” 
These words, read to a 
100-strong protest outside 
Walton prison in Liverpool, 
tell of the plight of more than 
100 asylum seekers currently 
detained in the prison. 
Along with convicted 
prisoners, they are locked in 
cells for 23 hours a day, sub- 
ject to racist abuse and given 


into a new company. 

This would be a joint 
venture with building firm 
McAlpine. 

Scottish Power has al- 
ready hived off other sec- 
tions of workers in metering, 
retail and technology. In 
every case the result has 
been a disaster with pay cuts 
and conditions worsened. 


DUNGAVEL: 

Over 100 protesters 
demonstrated last 
weekend outside the 
Dungavel detention 
centre in south 
Lanarkshire, Scotland, 
calling for the closure 
of the camp. Many of 
the protesters had 
travelled from 
Glasgow, where they 
had taken part in an 
anti-war rally 


adulterated food. 

English lessons are 
denied. The Liverpool cam- 
paign to free the detainees has 
received strong support, 
much from trade unions. 

With Bush’s war encour- 
aging further hostility, local 
firefighter and FBU chair Jan 
Foulkes received much ap- 
plause when he said, “300 
firefighters lost their lives last 
week, but that tragedy should 
not be used as an excuse to 
murder more people.” 


DEFRA 


CIVIL SERVANTS from the 
Department for the Environ- 
ment, Food and Rural Affairs 
(DEFRA) struck for two days 
last week over pay. 

PCS union members at 
government offices in York, 
Guildford and Worcester 
walked out on Thursday and 
Friday. 

Some DEFRA staff can 
earn £90 a week less than col- 
leagues doing exactly the 
same job in other government 
departments. 

Graham Pearson from 
PCS said the strike action 
was getting overwhelming 
support from workers: “The 
rolling strike action will 
continue until management 
see sense. 

“We are pulling 94 per- 
cent of our members out on 
strike. 

“We are not talking about 
fat cat civil servants here. 

“The workers we are talk- 
ing about got a pay rise when 


Pathfinder 


THE STRIKE by members 
of the PCS civil servants’ 
union in west London is still 
going strong. 

The workers are on all- 
out strike, and fighting for 
better safety and working 
conditions in the new 
Pathfinder offices, which 
combine workers from the 
Benefits Agency and the 
Employment Service. 

PCS is currently ballot- 
ing workers in over 50 
Pathfinder offices in Britain 


ANTI NAZI League 
activists, other anti- 
fascists and local res- 
idents protested in 
west London outside 
the Shirland Road 
Nazi “charity shop” on 
Saturday. 

The protest got off 
to a great start when 
we discovered that the 
Nazis had chosen not 
to open the shop for 
the day. 

The main object of 
the protest was to make 
local people aware that 
the shop, which still ad- 
vertises itself as a char- 
ity shop, is actually a 
front for the Italian fas- 
cist Roberto Fiore. 

He is still wanted by 
the Italian authorities 
for the 1985 Bologna 
bombing in which 85 
people died. 

The protest was just 
the start of a locally 
based ANL campaign 
that will only cease 
when the shop is fi- 
nally closed down. 


Scottish Power 


the minimum wage came in 
because they were being paid 
so little.” 

The campaign of action 
began on 20 August with an 
all-out strike by 3,000 PCS 
members. 


Aimed 


This was followed up by 
further two-day selective 
strikes at Crewe, Notting- 
ham, Exeter, Bristol, Truro, 
Carlisle, Northallerton and 
Reading. 

The walkouts are aimed 
at putting pressure on the 
government to put an end to 
pay differences. 

These differences were 
created when workers from 
the Department of the Envi- 
ronment, Transport and the 
Regions were joined with 
colleagues from the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and 
Food to form DEFRA. 


to join the west London 
strikers. Workers in Maker- 
field, near Wigan, and local 
London offices have also re- 
fused to touch work redi- 
rected from west London. 

Indicative ballots in four 
offices have seen votes for 
strike action. 

The strikers have called 
a national demonstration 
for 7.30pm on Friday 28 
September outside Wemb- 
ley job centre in London 
(near Wembley Central ©) 
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Profiteers are 
on ihe rampag 


BOSSES around the 
world are using the 
crisis caused by the 
destruction of the 
World Trade Centre 
to push through 
massive job cuts 
and make even more 
profits. 

Around 100,000 jobs 
were cut in the US and 
British airline and avia- 
tion industries in days. 

Minolta, the electronics 
company, announced it 
was cutting about 10 per- 
cent of its workforce just 
as there were warnings 
about a global slowdown 
in the information technol- 
ogy industry. 

Minolta is set to sack 
over 2,500 workers. 

Corus is making job 
cuts in one of their Dutch 
steel plants, but would not 
rule out staff cuts here. 

Motorola is planning 
to get rid of 800 more 
jobs in the UK after an- 
nouncing job cuts of 
2,000 earlier in the year. 

The steel and iron 
workers’ ISTC union says 
the axe will fall on at least 
500 workers at Motorola’s 
Swindon plant. 

Viasystems, in north 
Tyneside and South 
Shields, has called in the 
receivers and betrayed its 
1,600 workers, who are 
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now facing the dole. 
Viasystems workers 
had already taken pay cuts 
and seen 900 job cuts only 
a month ago. 
The job cuts are not just 
confined to manufacturing. 
Information technology 
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company Fujitsu has also 
announced jobs are to go 
in the UK. At the same 
time internet firm Lycos is 
to cut 300 staff, a quarter 
of its workforce. 

“T think the market 
overall is bracing itself for 
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higher unemployment,” ad- 
mitted Robert Streed, port- 
folio manager of Northern 
Select Equity Fund. 

A German economic 
think tank is predicting the 
loss of 100,000 jobs, with 
banks and insurers the 
hardest hit. 

But it tried to blame the 
cuts on recent events in the 
US. 

However, profitable 
companies are at the fore- 
front of the jobs attack. 

In the financial sector 
around 700 workers at the 
Alliance and Leicester 
bank are threatened with 
job cuts. 

Bank workers, mem- 
bers of the Communica- 
tion Workers Union 
(CWU) , are being bal- 
loted for industrial action. 

The CWU declared, 
“We believe the bank has 
come up with a kneejerk 
reaction to uncertain mar- 
kets. Given the company 
profits, there is no need for 


these sort of measures.” 

Construction company 
Carillion, formerly known 
as Tarmac, is throwing 400 
workers on the scrap heap. 
This profiteering company 
is raking it in. 

Carillion has £4.7 bil- 
lion worth of orders from 
Labour’s PFI privatisation 
plans for public services. 

The BBC axed 160 
jobs in the factual and 
learning department. 


Before 


Figures from the Labour 
Force Survey (LFS) on 13 
September suggest that un- 
employment in Britain is no 
longer falling, but rising. 

The LFS counts the 
number of people seeking 
employment, not just those 
registered unemployed. 

A sign that the eco- 
nomic slowdown was al- 
ready taking place before 
the events in the US 
comes from commentators 
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in the Guardian, who 
reported: 

“As many as 20,000 
jobs are already estimated 
to have been lost in the fi- 
nancial district. 

“Firms are notoriously 
secretive about admitting 
they have so little business 
that they need to let their 
highly paid bankers 
leave.” 

The director general of 
the bosses’ British Cham- 
ber of Commerce pleaded 
with the government to 
stop the upgrading of the 
minimum wage by 40p 
that is going through next 
Monday. 

By announcing job cuts 

now, bosses aim to stifle 
any opposition to their 
agenda of wage and job 
cuts. 
@ For more about the 
economic slowdown, 
the bosses’ attacks 
and the crisis in the 
airline industry see 
pages 7, 8 and 9. 
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THE government wants 
to ram through severe at- 
tacks on civil liberties 
under the cover of its 
“war against terrorism”. 

Home secretary David 
Blunkett confirmed last 
weekend that he is “‘very 
seriously” considering in- 
troducing compulsory 
identity cards. 

New Labour’s latest 
anti-terrorism laws may 
also include wider powers 
for the police to detain 
people they consider to be 
terrorist suspects, the 
right to monitor e-mail, 
and scrapping some of 
the appeal rights of 
people refused entry to 
Britain. 

New Labour is trying 
to exploit people’s real 
fear over terrorist attacks. 
It is excusing its assaults 
on civil liberties as mea- 
sures to curb terrorism. 

But they will restrict 
the freedom of everyone. 
You could be detained for 
the “crime” of forgetting 
your identity card. 

The police would feel 
even more confident to 
harass and arrest people 
they didn’t like the look 
of. In France, where ID 
cards are compulsory, the 
police routinely target 
Arabs and black people. 

New Labour’s plans 
would have little impact 
on any terrorist threat. 
For instance, someone 
determined to plant a 
bomb would not balk at 
forging an identity card. 

Four European coun- 
tries that have identity 
cards are Italy, Spain, 
Greece and Germany. 

ID cards did not stop 
15 years of terrorism in 
Italy in the 1970s and 
early 1980s. 


Lived 


They have not stopped 
the Basque nationalist 
group ETA from planting 
bombs in Spain or the 
November 17 group in 
Greece. 

A number of the peo- 
ple suspected of hijack- 
ing US planes on 11 
September lived in Ger- 
many for a time. 

New Labour and its 
supporters are also talk- 
ing of using ID cards to 
“crack down” on benefit 
claimants. 

Compulsory ID cards 
would mean greater 
powers for the state 
against people it perceives 
as a threat. That could 
include anti-capitalist 
protesters. 

New Labour is dis- 
cussing with other Euro- 
pean governments new 
security measures against 
acts with the aim of “seri- 
ously altering or destroy- 
ing the political, economic 
or social structures of 
countries”. 

That would make 
everyone on the 300,000- 
strong protest against the 
G8 summit in Genoa in 
July into a criminal. 

Civil liberties group 
Statewatch warned ag- 
ainst such a policy, 
saying, “If it is intended 
to slip in by the back 
door draconian mea- 
sures to control political 
dissent it will only serve 
to undermine the very 
freedoms and democra- 
cies legislators say they 
are protecting.” 


